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The April BAMA will be mailed in early April 
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Future Tiders Have Much To Offer 


by Freddie Kirby 


Skill position players have 
very impressive numbers 


here is no argument that a football 

team cannot succeed without good 

football players, and therefore, that 
recruiting must be successful in order to 
have winning squads. The problem is: 
Who decides? Generally the assessment 
comes from a self-appointed “recruiting 
expert.” To be fair, many of these work 
very hard and have much knowledge. But 
there are about as many miscalculations as 
there are revelations. 

Coaches make mistakes, too. That's why 
a team signs more men than actually play. 
But the coaches, who put their professions 
on the line in their selections, are usually 
more accurate than the “experts.” 

Anyone can gather the numbers-heights 
and weights and 40-yard dash times, yards 
and tackles, bench press marks and ACT 
scores, Those are important. But much 
more goes into success, and it is the job of 
the coaches to make the more objective 
determinations. 

While Alabama's class is considered by 
some recruiting experts to be sub-par, 
Alabama Coach Mike Price doesn't see it 
that way. “I’m very excited,” he said on 
signing day. “This is a special group. This 
is a real loyal group of young men who 
love Alabama. They are quality players. 
And they showed great character because 
they stayed. It's a group we can win with. 
Definitely.” 

He added, “Our recruiting class would 
have looked different if guys like Tim 
Castille and Matt Caddell and Dominic 
Lee had waited until the last minute and 
made a big deal of it. But its a big deal to 
us they committed to us a month or more 
ago and stayed with us.” 

As for the ratings of the so-called re- 
cruiting experts, Price said, “Its not who 
you recruit. [ts what you do alter you get 
them. We have always been able to im- 
prove the players we recruited.” 

Its interesting to note that a recruiting 


Matt Caddell 


expert covering the Pac-10 gave Price's last 
six recruiting classes at Washington State 
the following recruiting rankings in that 
ten-team league: In 1997, tenth; 1998, 
ninth; 1999, fifth; 2000, ninth; 2001, 
tenth; and 2002, ninth. Players [rom those 
recruiting classes took Washington State 
to two Rose Bowls. 


labama’s signing class does have 

impressive numbers, particularly 

from its skill position additions. 
Consider the achievements of the top ten 
skill players: D.J. Chambers, Eric Packer, 
Eric Gray, Tim Castille, William Roach, 
Tyrone Prothro, Matt Caddell, Chris 
Felder, Le’Ron McClain, and Cliff Davis. 

This handful combined to produce ex- 
traordinary career numbers of 54,649 
yards and 635 touchdowns. Individually, 
the statistics are Chambers 4,493 yards 
and 68 touchdowns, Packer 6,676 and 64, 
Gray 4,504 and 50, Castille 9,544 and 102, 
Roach 6,199 and 58, Prothro 8,099 and 
92, Caddell 3,344 and 33, Felder 2,654 
and 31, McClain 3,136 and 47, and Davis 
6,000 and 90. 

Castille finished his career as the 
Alabama high school leader in receptions 
(243), yards (4,122), touchdowns (41), 
and yards per reception (17.0). He ranks 
in the top five all-time in all purpose 
yardage (9,544). Caddell tied state and na- 
tional records with his career 12 punt re- 
turns for touchdowns. Prothro finished in 
the top five in state history for career all- 
purpose yards. 

Insofar as ratings, McClain was consid- 
ered the South's top fullback prospect. 
Dominic Lee was ranked number one 
among delensive linemen in Alabama and 
also named the state's top defensive player 


Chris Capps 


Tim Castille 


regardless of position. Chambers was the 
2A Back of the Year. Felder and Gray were 
rated the top two cornerback prospects in 
Alabama. 

There were “losses,” inasmuch as some- 
thing never had can be lost. With Ala- 
bama’s emphasis on the passing game and 
a quality young quarterback in Brodie 
Croyle plus a need for wide receivers, it 
was surprising that Alabama was unable to 
snare two top prospects in Chad Jackson, 
Jayson Swain, and Jai Miller, who picked 
Tennessee, Florida, and Stanford. 
Linebacker Mitchell Thomas (Notre 
Dame) and defensive lineman Michael Hill 
(Florida) from Smiths Station had been 
committed to Alabama. Quarterback 
Jamarcus Russell wasn’t interested in Bama 
and went to LSU. And there weren't many 
linemen in the group, in part because it 
was not a year in which linemen were in 
abundance in Alabama. 

Its also possible recruiting is not over. 
Alabama signed 17 of its allotment of 18 
on February 5, then added number 18 (de- 
fensive end Keith Saunders) a couple of 
weeks later. To guard against possible aca- 
demic losses, it is possible there will be 
one or more additional signees. If there are 
not 18 new signees by August, it’s also 
possible to complete the allotment from 
the ranks of junior college graduates next 
December. 

While recruiting had to be hampered by 
the change in head coaches and the time 
spent building this staff, a number of 
signees credited the staff as a reason [or se- 
lecting the Tide. Offensive players are par- 
ticularly interested in the new offense. As 
always, there are any number of reasons 
prospects select a school. This group in- 
cludes a handful who are lifelong Bama 
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D.J. Chambers 


fans. There are also those who believe that 
tradition is important, that a team with a 
history of winning national champi- 
onships will be in title contention. Others 
cited the opportunities for a quality educa- 
tion, the family atmosphere, and, of 
course, the chance at early playing time. 


ver the past few months we have 
been able to introduce you to 
many of those who had commit- 


ted to Alabama and eventually signed with 
the Tide. Here is another look at Bama’s 18 
signees: 

Matt Caddell, 5-11, 170, from McAdory 
High School in McCalla, is a quality wide 
receiver prospect, but he was used primar- 
ily as a runner as a prep senior. And he's 
known primarily for his punt return skills, 


2 


Cliff Davis 


Chris Felder 


Asa senior he rushed for 828 yards on 110 
carries and caught 14 passes for 376 yards. 
He is an excellent student, a 3.85 grade 
point average and member of the National 
Honor Society. He picked Alabama over 
Auburn, LSU, Arkansas, and Vanderbilt. 
Chris Capps, 6-6, 270, an offensive tack- 
le from Landmark Christian in Fairburn, 
Georgia, is expected to play at about 300 
pounds. He knows something about pass 
blocking. His team passed about 70 per 
cent of the time and he graded 95 per 
cent, allowing just one sack. He has a 3.0 
GPA and 1110 SAT score. He had commit- 
ted to Oklahoma State, but when Alabama 
offered he had an easy choice since his 
mother is a native of Tuscaloosa County. 
Tim Castille, 5-11, 225, from Briarwood 
Christian in Birmingham, had been ex- 


Prospects Heard Plenty About Bama From Others 


Eric Gray 


Terrence Jones 


pected to be a top wide receiver prospect, 
but he grew into the state’s top running 
back prospect. He is the son of former 
Tide star Jeremiah Castille, who now runs 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes chap- 
ter at Alabama. He had a knee injury as a 
senior and missed four games, but still had 
a solid season with 158 carries for 875 
yards (5.5 yards per carry). He has a 3.0 
GPA. Tim picked Bama over Tennessee, 
Michigan and Georgia Tech. 

D.J. Chambers, 6-0, 180, Highland 
Home, may be the most underrated player 
in the class, even though he was 2A Back 
of the Year in Alabama. He committed to 
Alabama very early, then had numerous 
scholarship offers from the likes of 
Arkansas, Auburn, South Carolina, LSU, 
and Georgia Tech. This versatile player, 


had you been a Crimson Tide football prospect there is a good 

chance you would have. Almost every college football head 
coach will insist that it is the policy of his school to recruit from a 
positive standpoint. Nevertheless, the assistant coaches who are out in 
the recruiting field battling for good football players sometimes accen- 
tuate the negative about another school, And those coaches don't let 
the truth get in the way of a good rumor. And if they are questioned 
about their tactics, they deny the accusations. 

Former Alabama Coach Dennis Franchione lamented that not only 
did the recruiters at other schools seem to know more about the pun- 
ishment the Tide was facing than Alabama did, they also had threats. 
Franchione said some Bama prospects were told that if they signed 
with Alabama, the NCAA could come in and strip them of their schol- 
arship and not let them sign with another school. 

Franchione is gone now, but Alabama continued to face malicious 
tactics in football recruiting this year. In fact, some rival recruiters 
cited Franchione’s desertion to Texas AGM as “proof” that more 
NCAA problems are ahead for Bama. (Franchione insisted he had no 
knowledge of further NCAA troubles.) 

Recruiting is difficult enough on a level playing field. College 
coaches rank among the best salesmen and top prospects have a host 
of choices. Obviously, Alabama has had much to sell over the years, 
and attracting top players is one reason Bama has been one of the na- 
tion’s most successful college football programs. But the onset of 
NCAA problems and resulting rumors has made the task difficult. 

Every Alabama prospect did not hear dire predictions for the 
Crimson Tide from rival recruiters. But some did. 


He you heard the latest rumor about Alabama football? Well, 


MARCH, 2003/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Jarod Parrish, a defensive back from Summerville, Georgia, had 
been committed to Alabama since last summer. However, on signing 
day he signed with Tennessee. He said he was concerned because 
Alabama wouldn't be going to a bowl game this year. (One can’t help 
but wonder if Tennessee sold Parrish on the excitement of their Peach 
Bowl trip and thrilling 3-30 trouncing at the hands of Maryland.) 

Tide signee Matt Caddell said rival recruiters “talked about how the 
scholarship cuts were going to hurt real bad, that the death penalty 
was a possibility, that you don’t want to put that NCAA dark cloud 
over your head, and that Coach Fran left because the NCAA was com- 
ing back.” He added, “One school called my best friend and teammate 
and asked him if Alabama was giving me some kind of extra benefit.” 

Chris Felder said, “They talked a lot about probation; that Alabama 
was in trouble and would be in trouble for a long time. They also said 
there would be added probation and that is why Coach Fran left.” 

Eric Gray said, “They said there was no stable foundation and that 
Coach Price would not be there for long.” 

Justin Moon said, “One school told me | better have a back up 
plan.” 

A number of players, including Terrence Jones, Le’Ron McClain and 
William Roach, said they were told that Alabama had more NCAA 
troubles ahead, although the rival recruiters couldn't say what. 

Alabama Coach Mike Price acknowledged the problem on signing 
day. “This is a tough business,” he said. “At times it can be a cut- 
throat business.” He added, “Give us a year when the topic of proba- 
tion is not on the lips of everyone and we'll do the job. Probation was 
a factor this year. It won't be next year.” 

—Freddie Kirby and Kirk McNair 


Dominic Lee 


who projects as a wide receiver in college, 
scored just about every way imaginable as 
a prep star. He had touchdowns by rush- 
ing, passing, receiving, kickoff returns, 
punt returns, and interception returns. He 
was also his team’s kicker and punter (av- 
eraging 39.6 yards per punt). He has 
pulled his grade point average up his se- 
nior year and is expected to be eligible. 
Cliff Davis, 6-5, 205, is a quarterback 
from Eupora, Mississippi, who nearly 
missed his chance to play major college 
football. After early offers from LSU and 
Mississippi State were lost, Davis was set 


Le’Ron McClain 


Justin Moon 


to sign with Arkansas State. But the addi- 


tion of Sparky Woods to the Alabama staff 


from Mississippi State enabled Bama to 
learn of him. A look at videotapes con- 
vinced Tide coaches to sign Davis. As a se- 
nior he was all-state as he passed for 1,989 
yards and 29 touchdowns while complet- 
ing 59 per cent of his passes. He is a pro- 
style, dropback passer. He is also an excel- 
lent baseball pitcher whose fastball has 
been clocked at over 90 miles per hour. He 
has a 3.0 GPA. 

Chris Felder, 5-11, 167, has moved 
around in his football career. The Texas 


Earnest Nance 


Eric Packer 


native came to Alabama to play for his 
uncle, former Alabama player Shannon 
Felder, at Thomasville. When his uncle 
got the head job at Wilcox Central in 
Camden, Chris followed, and he was the 
state’s top-rated defensive back his senior 
season. While he will be a cornerback in 
college, he also starred as a quarterback in 
high school. Chris was the first player to 
commit to Alabama last year. He has a 
2.85 GPA. 

Eric Gray, 5-11, 180, of Trinity, led his 
West Morgan team to an undefeated regu- 
lar season as a top running back with 160 
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Tyrone Prothro 


carries for 1,965 yards and 21 touch- 
downs. However, he will be a cornerback 
in college. As a senior he posted 60 tackles 
and had six interceptions as a defensive 
player. He has a 3.16 grade point average. 
Eric picked Alabama over Auburn, 
Arkansas, Mississippi, and Mississippi 
State, 

Terrence Jones, 6-1, 205, is small for a 
linebacker, but he has great speed and 
toughness as he demonstrated for former 
Tide player Robert Higginbotham at 
Tuscaloosa County High in Northport. He 
had 115 tackles, seven sacks, and three 
fumble recoveries, leading his team in 
tackles for the third consecutive year. He 


William Roach 


Demarcus Waldrop 


has a 2.7 GPA. Terrence, a two-time all- 
state selection, picked Alabama over 
Auburn, Mississippi, and Mississippi State. 

Dominic Lee, 6-3, 295, earned the nick- 
name, “The Dominator,” at Huffman High 
in Birmingham. Lee was an offensive tack- 
le until his team reached the state playoffs 
his junior season. In order to bolster the 
defense, he was moved to defensive tackle, 
and he became a star. In just three games 
he had 23 tackles and four sacks while 
playing with a fractured shin. Strictly a de- 
fensive lineman as a senior, he was state 
6A Lineman of the Year and second team 
prep All-America. He has a 2.7 GPA and 
scored 20 on the ACT. Alabama won out 


Although Walk-Ons Restricted, There Will Be A Few 


Travis West 


Andrew Bone 


over Auburn, Florida State, Stanford, and 
Mississippi. 

Le’Ron McClain, 6-2, 241, had a difficult 
decision to make. A Super All-State selec- 
tion as a fullback at Tuscaloosa County, 
and recruited as a fullback by the previous 
Bama coaching staff, Le’Ron had to be 
convinced he could be the back in the 
Tide’s new one-back offense. Although he 
was recruited for offense, McClain is also a 
linebacker prospect. He has some academ- 
ic work to do, but his school believes he 
will qualify. He chose the Tide over 
Tennessee, Mississippi, and Mississippi 
State. 

Justin Moon, 6-6, 295, Guntersville, is 


licitation of walk-on candidates attractive to the Alabama [oot- 

ball coaching staff, the reality of a new staff having a limited 
time in which to put in a new system has resulted in a decision to re- 
duce the number of non-scholarshipped players on next year's squad. 

Last season's fall roster listed 147 players. NCAA sanctions limited 
the Tide to no more than 80 scholarshipped athletes and the actual 
number was a few less than that. There were nearly 70 walk-ons on 
last season's roster. And that does not include another 15-20 who 
were involved in weight and conditioning work hoping to earn the 
opportunity to walk on beginning this spring. 

New Head Coach Mike Price said he plans to limit the squad to ap- 
proximately 125 players. That means something under 50 non-schol- 
arshipped players. Current walk-ons will get first opportunities for 
those positions, but a paring down process will begin after spring 
practice and some new non-scholarshipped players will be accepted. 
Alabama has no shortage of candidates. The University has received 
inquiries from some 400 potential walk-ons. 

There will be a few talented walk-on additions to this year’s class of 
signees. We had previously announced the addition of two former 
professional baseball players, Mike Machen, a 6-6, 235-pound quar- 
terback from McGill Toolen High School in Mobile, and Arturo 
“Scoop” McDowell, a 6-1, 176-pound cornerback from Forest Hill 
High School in Jackson, Mississippi. Both are already enrolled at Bama 
and will take part in spring drills. Owing to their time away from foot- 
ball, both are expected to be redshirted next fall, then have four years 
of eligibility beginning with the 2004 football season. 

Some high-profile players who have indicated a desire to walk on 
with the Crimson Tide are: 

* Andrew Bone, a 5-11, 175, 4.48 wide receiver from Westbrook 
Christian High School in Rainbow City. He is a tough receiver who 


A ta time when scholarship limitations would seem to make so- 
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has been clocked at 4.48 seconds in the 40-yard dash. Bone spent his 
first two prep seasons catching passes from Brodie Croyle, who is 
poised to become Alabama's starting quarterback in the fall. Bone, 
who played linebacker on defense, was team captain for three years. 
As a senior he caught 36 passes for 675 yards and 10 touchdowns and 
was credited with 70 tackles, two interceptions, and three fumble re- 
coveries, For his career he caught 101 passes for 2,045 yards and 35 
touchdowns. He also had 280 tackles, 15 interceptions, and 24 fumble 
recoveries. He has a 30-inch vertical jump, benches 285, squats 345, 
and power cleans 210. He has a 3.5 grade point average and made 20 
on the ACT. He was born in Tuscaloosa. 

* Will Denniston, a 6-3, 225-pound defensive end from UMS 
Wright High School in Mobile. He has been timed at 4.68 seconds in 
the 40-yard dash. Denniston has a reputation for playing with speed 
and aggression. He helped his team to the state championship his ju- 
nior season and was an all-state selection after making 89 tackles, 
nine sacks, and causing five fumbles and recovering two. As a senior 
he made 109 tackles with 12 sacks. He repeated as all-state and was 
named region Co-Defensive Player of the Year. He benches 365 and 
squats 465, He has over a 2.5 GPA and scored 19 on the ACT. 

* Patrick Eades, a 6-1, 185-pound punter from Hoover High School 
in suburban Birmingham. He was all-metro and honorable mention 
all-state. During regular season play his senior season he averaged 
46.5 yards per punt. He is so effective that when he averaged “only” 
42.7 yards per punt in the playoffs there was some concern. The rea- 
son for the dropoff in average was primarily because he was kicking) 
from closer to the opponents’ goalline and going for out-of-bounds 
kicks. His punts are not only long, but also have good hang time. He 
is a good all-around athlete in the mold of the graduating Lane 
Bearden. Eades runs a 4.7 40, benches 215, squats 295, and power 
cleans 240, He has a 3.3 GPA and 26 ACT. 

—Freddie Kirby and J.E. Lisby 


an offensive tackle whose dedication to 
improvement is well-documented. Justin 
improved his speed and strength by mak- 
ing the drive each day to work out with a 
Birmingham sports specialist. Although he 
played his senior season with a pinched 
muscle and stretched ligament in his 
shoulder, he earned all-state. He has a 3.7 
GPA and scored 20 on the ACT. 

Earnest Nance, 6-3, 210, Courtland, has 
signed with Bama for the second time. 
Nance was a 2002 signee, but because he 
was rehabilitating his knee after surgery last 
year, he elected to delay entry to Alabama 
and had to sign again this year. Although he 
is almost certain to be a linebacker in col- 
lege, he was originally recruited with the 
idea of possibly using his 4+.5-second 40- 
yard-dash speed as a wide receiver. He quali- 
fied last year with a 2.9 GPA. 

Eric Packer, 5-9, 184, a running back at 
Wilcox Central in Camden, added to his 
reputation by his performance at a loot- 
ball camp at Auburn. At that camp he was 
timed at 4.32 seconds in the 40 and 
turned in a 41-inch vertical jump. Soon 
afterwards, he committed to Alabama. He 
was all-state and a finalist for 5A Back of 
the Year as a junior, but his team was re- 
building with a new coach his senior year. 
Still, he managed to rush for 1,576 yards 
and eight touchdowns. He has a 3.2 GPA. 

Tyrone Prothro, 5-10, 175, was a multi- 
talented star at Cleburne County High in 
Heflin. A concern for Alabama is that his 
athletics background included having an 
uncle who had played at Auburn. How- 
ever, Prothro selected Alabama. His team 
was one of the state’s best in both his ju- 
nior and senior seasons. Although he had 
more rushing yardage than pass receiving 
yards in high school, he is expected to be 
a wide receiver for the Tide. The all-state 
performer has to clear some academic 
hurdles, 

William Roach, 6-1, 196, was a quarter- 
back for Brooks High in Killen, but he's 
ticketed for wide receiver or defensive 
back at Alabama. No one would question 
his bloodlines. He's the brother of Tide 
starting middle linebacker Freddie Roach 
and the half brother of former Tide receiv- 
er Tim Bowens. He missed about half his 
junior season with a knee injury, but 
showed no after-affects last season. He has 
a 2.8 GPA. He picked Alabama over 
Tennessee and LSU, 

Keith Saunders, 6-3, 230, played defen- 


10 


sive end at Holy Cross High in 
Willingboro, New Jersey, then played last 
season primarily as a tight end at Hargrave 
Military Academy in Virginia. He has four 
years of college eligibility remaining. He 
caught seven passes at Hargrave, but was 
an excellent blocker. His quickness makes 
him a candidate for defensive end in col- 
lege. He is fully qualified and almost ev- 
eryone expected him to sign with North 
Carolina, which is why he was still avail- 
able two weeks after Signing Day. He 
picked Bama over the Tarheels and three 
SEC teams. 

Demarcus Waldrop, 6-0, 195, is expect- 
ed to move to strong safety in college after 
starring at linebacker for Pinson Valley 


High in Pinson. He was a four-year starter 
and a two-year al-state performer with 
nearly 300 tackles as a junior and senior. 
He has an electronically-timed 10.7 clock- 
ing in the 100-meter dash. He has a 2.9 
GPA. He selected Alabama over Louisville, 
UAB, and Southern Miss. 

Travis West, 6-4. 275, is an offensive 
lineman who could be a center in college. 
He played strongside tackle at Northeast 
Jones High in Laurel, Mississippi, where 
he consistently defeated his opponent. He 
is an honor student with a 4.5 GPA (tak- 
ing advanced classes) and a 24 score on 
the ACT. He picked Alabama over the 
three Mississippi schools, West Virginia, 
and Marshall. 


Looking Ahead 
Top 2003-04 Prep Senior Football Prospects In Alabama 


Name, Pos. 
Chester Adams, OT 
Tony Bell, LB 


David Brown, DE 
Simeon Castille, CB 
Dietrick Causey, Athlete 
Elijah Daniel, WR 
Cody Davis. OT 

Drew Davis, DL 
Trent Davidson, TE 
Curtis Dawson, LB/DE 
Tony Dixon, RB 

eff Farr, DT 

Nathan Farrow, OG 
Brian Glenn, Athlete 
Cody Greene, OG 
Kevin Hamilton, DE 
Trent Heatherington, RB 
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David Manning, QB 
Markus Manson, RB 
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Nikita Stover, WR 
Brandon Suggs, DE 
Brandon Thornton, RB 
Cody Turner, OL 

ohn Watts, OT 
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High School 

Luverne 

Alabaster Thompson 
Cullman 

Madison Bob Jones 
B'ham Briarwood Christian 
Southern Choctaw 

Pike County 

Tuscaloosa Hillcrest 
Evergreen Sparta Academy 
Brewton TR. Miller 
Hoover 

Parrish 

Pell City 

Clay-Chalkville 

Clay County 

Cullman* 

Prattville 

Wetumpka 

Mobile St. Paul 

Mobile Davidson 

Mobile Murphy 
Adamsville Minor 
Randolph County 
Mobile Davidson 

Mobile Davidson 

Mobile McGill-Toolen 
Huntsville Grissom 
Tuscaloosa Hillcrest 
Parrish 

Prattville 

Evergreen Hillcrest 

Pike County 
Birmingham Wenonah 
Mobile Murphy 

Mobile Shaw 

Tuscaloosa Hillcrest 
Clarke County 
Birmingham John Carroll 
Hartselle 

Russellville 

Homewood 

Flomaton 

250 Russellville 
185 Meek 


*Cody Greene transferred from Oneonta to Cullman 
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The Offensive Staff: 


They'll Teach ‘Pass First’ Attack 


by J.E. Lisby 


Most of offensive staff has 
experience in Price system 


personal experience with football as its 

played in the Deep South, a feeling out 
process would be expected, with coaches 
getting to know the community and what to 
expect. But as new Assistant Head Coach 
Kasey Dunn tells the story, it didn’t take long 
for Crimson Tide fans to make a strong im- 
pression. “When you're walking into a 
restaurant and the fans start chanting ‘Roll 
Tide! Roll Tide!’ then you know you've come 
to the right spot as far as football is con- 
cerned, That was amazing. You don't see that 
back in Washington, I guarantee you. 
Alabama fans are phenomenal.” 

Already profiled in the February 2003 
issue of ‘BAMA, Eric Price will coordinate the 
Alabama offense and handle wide receivers, 
The remaining offensive assistants are Kasey 
Dunn: running backs, Aaron Price: quarter- 
backs, Bobby Connelly: offensive line, and 
Sparky Woods: tight ends, 

A graduate of Idaho, Dunn worked with 
present Tide Head Coach Mike Price at 
Washington State for the past four seasons. 
After a pro playing career that included time 
with the Houston Oilers, British Columbia 
Lions and Edmonton Eskimos, Dunn joined 
the coaching staff at his alma mater. Before 
joining the Washington State staff, Dunn's’ 
coaching stops included San Diego, New 
Mexico and TCU. Dunn understands Bama’s 
proud history for running the football, and 
he tells fans not to worry. “Because of Coach 
Price’s reputation for throwing the football, 
some people assume otherwise, but we run it 
a ton,” Dunn said. “In fact some years we've 
run the ball more than we've thrown it.” 

Next season the Tide will utilize a one- 
back attack, requiring a uniquely talented 
athlete to handle the tailback position, Dunn 
said, “He can’t be just a ‘toss sweep-and-run’ 
guy. We want a back who can run inside, run 
outside, catch the ball, protect the quarter- 
back, get the short yardage, pound it up in- 
side. Or if it’s third and five, be able to take it 
outside and maybe go 80, It's a position that 
has a lot of demands on it, but at the same 
time our athletes will definitely get looks 
from the NFL after they're finished at 
Alabama,” 

In addition to running backs, Dunn will 
also have on-the-field responsibilities coordi- 
nating the Tide special teams. “I'll game plan 


S ince most of the new offensive staff lack 
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for punts, punt blocks, kickoffs and kickoff 
returns,” Dunn said. “Beyond that I'll dele- 
gate responsibilities to the rest of the assis- 
tant coaches. Aaron Price, our kicking and 
punting coach, is a great help. He's got won- 
derful skill to work with kickers, so he can 
take that part of it olf of me. That allows me 
to simply focus on schemes, which is what | 
enjoy doing anyway.” 


uarterbacks Coach Aaron Price came 

to Alabama with his father. A kicker 

in college at Washington State, Aaron 
Pric@will also handle punters and place- 
kickers for the Tide. But while he’s working 
with the Bama kicking specialists, Head 
Coach Mike Price will make sure the Tide 
quarterbacks get plenty of attention, “It’s ac- 
tually a real good thing,” Aaron Price said. 
“While I'm handling the kickers, Coach 
(Mike) Price, who has been coaching quar- 
terbacks for years and years, will work with 
the quarterbacks.” 

Aaron Price played for his father at 
Washington State. After giving pro ball his 
best shot, he began his coaching career at Cal 
Poly State-San Luis Obispo, Subsequent 
coaching stops included Washington State, 
Missouri Western State, and Idaho State be- 
fore Aaron rejoined his father at Washington 
State in 2001, 

Aaron's father is a certified guru when it 
comes to coaching quarterbacks. Having sent 
such names as Ryan Leaf, Jack Thompson 
and Drew Bledsoe to the NFL, Mike Price 
has a well-deserved reputation for develop- 
ing big-time quarterbacks, And Aaron Price 
hopes to continue that legacy. He talked 
about his father’s talent, “You have to be able 
to explain things in an easy way,” Aaron said. 
“Quarterbacks pick up on his teaching 
quickly. He's a motivator and a teacher first, 
That's how my dad has been able to develop 
those quarterbacks. You've got to work on 
the relationship and gain their trust before 
you can coach effectively. Athletes need to 
believe and trust that what you're saying is 
the correct way. There are a lot of coaches 
out there who know Ns and Os and can get 
to the blackboard and devastate you with 
their knowledge. But it's the people who de- 
velop the trust and team chemistry that 
make great quarterback coaches.” 

Aaron said that Bama’s offense will com- 
monly utilize up to four wide receivers at a 
time, but it won't be the “chuck and duck” 
horizontal attack Tide fans grew to loathe in 
2000. Rather Alabama's receivers will stretch 
the defense down the field on every play. 
“We're always going to have somebody going 
deep,” Price said. “On every one of our 
plays, someone is going to be running the 
‘hero’ route. We call it that because if we 
throw it to him, he’s going to be the hero of 
the day.” 


sive line, is the third member of Price’s 

Cougar offensive staff to come with 
him to Tuscaloosa, A graduate of Texas AGM 
University at Commerce, Connelly still has 
the look of the college athlete he used to be. 
His coaching stops included Cisco Junior 
College, Texas A&M, Cal State Northridge 
and San Jose State, before Connelly joined 
Price at Washington State in 2001. Connelly 
is accustomed to college football as a 
Saturday religion from his days in his native 
Dallas, Texas. “Recently I've been away on 
the West Coast, but | grew up in Texas,” 
Connelly said. “I understand football in the 
South. I grew up knowing about Alabama 
football, and | am tickled pink to be a part of 
the Crimson Tide. Obviously Alabama’s 
record and its accomplishments speak for 
themselves. Lvs an absolutely awesome op- 
portunity for me.” 

Connelly has a deep appreciation for what 
it means to coach at Alabama, but he points 
out that his good fortune didn’t end there. 
Far from inheriting a program devoid of tal- 
ent, Connelly has a solid foundation of ath- 
letes to work with. “Obviously with Wesley 
Britt, Justin Smiley and Eyan Mathis, we 
have three proven kids who are very good,” 
Connelly said. “But 1 told the kids when | 
got here that we're starting on an even play- 
ing field. Ivs my job to observe and evaluate 
over the next few weeks through spring ball 
to assess and try to find the best fit.” 

Those three returning starters will lead the 
way, but Connelly has also been impressed 
with the other linemen in his unit. Players 
like Atlas Herrion, J.B, Closner, Dennis 
Alexander and Grant Dickey will be anxious 
to show what they can do. Connelly said, 
“With me coming in it’s a clean slate. It's a 
great opportunity for all of them. Now’ their 
chance. Those kids are going to know from 
Day One that every one of our athletes is 
going to be given ample opportunity to get 
out there and show me what he can do. 1 
don’t want to hear it. 1 don’t want you to tell 
me anything. Show me what you can do, 
Show me how good you are. Show me why 
you need to be the guy.” 

Bama's new offensive schemes are de- 
signed to set up the run with the pass, 
which represents a significant change from 
last year’s team. And that pass-first offense 
could impact which positions Alabama's var- 
ious linemen play. There will likely be posi- 
tion changes. “It's a different philosophy, a 
different style of offense,” Connelly said. 
“We're going to throw the football, so it's a 
little bit different than it has been in the 
past. I’ve got to find out who are the bigger, 
stronger run type guys and put them on the 
inside. The more athletic, taller, rangier kids 
need to be outside at the tackle positions. 
More than physically, the center has got to 


Be Connelly, who coaches the offen- 
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Assistant coaches who will work with the Crimson Tide offense are (left to right) Offensive Coordinator and Wide Receivers Coach Eric Price, Quarterbacks 
and Kickers Coach Aaron Price, Assistant Head Coach and Running Backs Coach Kasey Dunn, Offensive Line Coach Bob Connelly, Tight Ends Coach Sparky 
Woods, and Graduate Assistant Line Coach Paul Hogan. 


be able to handle the position mentally, be- 
cause the center will target our fronts and be 
the quarterback of the offensive line.” 
Connelly will be assisted by former 
Alabama star Paul Hogan, a graduate coach. 


parky Woods filled the final open posi- 

tion on Price's offensive staff. A veteran 

college coach of 25 years, Woods has 
handled just about every coaching assign- 
ment, including stints as head coach and of- 
fensive coordinator. Out of a job following a 
staff shakeup at Mississippi State, Woods was 
anxious to interview with Mike Price. “I had 
an interest in Alabama and in working for 
Coach Price,” Woods said. “The only position 
he had left on offense was tight ends, so I 
grabbed it. I was looking for a chance to learn 
from Coach Price. He has a real understand- 
ing of how to throw the football, so it’s a good 
opportunity for me. Alabama won 10 football 
games last year, so obviously we have some 
good athletes on the squad. We're going to 
base out of a one-back scheme, which creates 
chances for your tight end. I’m going to try to 
put responsibility on the tight ends to create 
opportunities for them to play.” 


MARCH, 2003/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Woods’ impressive resume and years 
coaching in the South worked in his favor. 
Woods said, “We've got good diversity in 
terms of youth and experience. I’ve found 
Coach Price to be a guy who is very confi- 
dent in his ability to coach a football team. 
Within that, he looks for much help from 
his staff. I've been impressed with every staff 
member he’s hired and what each brings to 
the table. | think Coach Price does value the 
fact that I’ve had experience in the SEC. 
Maybe I can have some input in terms of 
preparation and understanding the region 
and Southeastern Conference football.” 

Woods will also carry the title of Off-Campus 
Recruiting Coordinator, lending his expertise 
and contacts in the region to the Tide’ recruit- 
ing efforts. He'll work closely with Randy Ross, 
who will coordinate on-campus recruiting in 
addition to his other responsibilities. 

During his career Woods has coached at 
Tennessee, Kansas, lowa State, Appalachian 
State, South Carolina, Memphis, Virginia, 
Mississippi State and for the New York Jets. 
But he’s hoping that his time in Tuscaloosa 
will be the best. “If you’re interested in 
being a football coach, then you've got to 
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have an appreciation for Alabama,” Woods 
said. “They've done it right here for a long, 
long time. Through the years playing 
Alabama-and beating them only a very few 
times-I've seen that their athletes always 
played with great pride and great confidence 
in the fact that they wore those Crimson jer- 
seys. It's a great opportunity to coach at 
what | believe to be the greatest university 
that there is for college football. That's The 
University of Alabama.” 

All of the new Tide coaches have an appre- 
ciation for what it means to coach at 
Alabama. With that tradition comes pressure 
to win-pressure that in the recent past has 
overwhelmed some. But Dunn views that 
issue from a very different perspective. “At 
Alabama it’s all about winning football 
games, so the expectations are fine. You get 
into college football for that very reason, for 
this very opportunity. You don’t get into col- 
lege football to be able to go 6-5 or 7-4 and 


just be floating along. You get into coaching 


to win the national championship and to be 
at the pinnacle of your profession. 

“The pinnacle of our profession is where 
we are.” 
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The Defensive Staff: 


by J.E. Lisby 


Two line coaches and one 
in secondary will aid Kines 


ith only one defensive assistant 
making the move with him from 
Washington State, Tide Head 


Coach Mike Price had work to do in filling 
out his defensive staff. Price determined to 
hire his coordinator first, and Joe Kines 
wasn't brought on board until the second 
week of January, which delayed staff com- 
pletion. But Price was adamant that he 
wanted the best staff, not the one he could 
put together in the quickest time frame. 

In addition to his duties as defensive coor- 
dinator, Kines (profiled in the February 
2003 issue of BAMA) will coach linebackers. 
Chris Ball will handle the Tide secondary. 
While Buddy Wyatt (tackles) and Paul 
Randolph (ends) will share responsibility 
for the defensive line. 

With the exception of Kines, who was de- 
fensive coordinator on Ray Perkins’ Bama 
staff in the mid-1980s, none of the new 
coaches has any direct ties to Alabama. But 
some opportunities are too good to pass up. 
Randolph, for example, was content coach- 
ing for an up-and-coming West Virginia 
team when he got word of Alabama’ inter- 
est. “l was al a very good program, but 1 lis- 
tened carefully when Coach Price called,” 
Randolph said. “Any time you talk about 
major programs, you recognize that The 
University of Alabama is at the very top. It's 
a tremendous program, tradition—every- 
thing that has to do with college football. 
Alabama has been and will always be one of 
the premier programs in the country. 
Whether someone grows up an Alabama fan 
or not, you still know. Everyone knows 
about Alabama football." 

Similarly, Chris Ball had spent his entire 
career far removed from Tuscaloosa and the 
Crimson Tide. He had recently settled in at 
Washington State, but when offered a posi- 
tion at Alabama he eagerly accepted. “As a 
football coach you're always looking for that 
job where football is important and is a pri- 
ority,” Ball said. “It definitely is here at 
Alabama. It’s a big deal. Football means a lot 
to The University.” 

Wyatt has coached at schools like Texas 
A&M and Colorado, so he knows some- 
thing about major college football. “If you 
grow up in college coaching and you think 
of the best places you can coach, Alabama 
has to come to the top of your list, simply 
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This Group Was Worth Waiting For 


because of the type program it is,” he said. 
“Its a program that definitely takes a second 
seat to nobody.” 


yatt, a native of Texas, graduated 
Wie Texas Christian and played 

two seasons of professional foot- 
ball before returning to coach at his alma 
mater. Besides TCU, Colorado and A&M, 
Wyatt’s coaching resume includes stops at 
Minnesota, Northwestern and Oklahoma 
State. 

Kines has promised an aggressive, attack- 
ing unit, and Wyatt is definitely on board. 
“It all starts up front,” he said. “You can say 
what you want, but you've got to be able to 
control the running game. And you've got to 
be able to put pressure on the quarterback. 
In pass rush situations you want to create 
some push from your inside guys while your 
ends create havoc off the edge. Any kind of 
defense-I don't care what schemes you 
run-starts up front.” 

Together, Wyatt and Paul Randolph will 
work to forge a dominating defensive line. 
“I'm used to coaching all four guys across 
the front, just hammering at them and hav- 
ing the big guys go at it,” Randolph said. 
“But it’s all just coaching football.” 

Wyatt agrees. “This will be a little differ- 
ent, but Paul is a good guy and I'm looking 
forward to working with him,” Wyatt said. 
“Inside or out, the techniques don’t change 
much. Getting your guys to execute and 
play hard is the key: That's all the same.” 

“We'll be able to tag-team them,” a smiling 
Randolph said of the defensive linemen hav- 
ing two coaches. He added, “Our personali- 
ties mix very well. Buddy and | think the 
same way.” 

A ten-year veteran of the Canadian 
Football League, Randolph's coaching histo- 
ry includes stops at UT-Martin, Valdosta 
State and Illinois State. His hiring was not 
announced by Alabama until after Signing 
Day, io allow Randolph to finish his duties 
at West Virginia. That delay put him several 
weeks behind the other coaches in terms of 
assessing Bama’ talent. “I did have a chance 
to watch Alabama some on television last 
year, but with the season they had, you 
know they can play football,” Randolph 
said. “I'm playing catch-up now. I’ve met my 
guys, and | can definitely say I like the way 
they look. They look like athletes.” 

Bama’s defensive line coaches will have 
their work cut out for them, replacing all- 
stars and team captains Jarret Johnson, 
Kindal Moorehead and Kenny King. Wyatt 
said, “We obviously lost three pretty good 
ones from last year, but | think we've got 
some talented guys coming back. I've 
watched film of the ones who played last 
year, and there are some young kids that 
redshirted. Now is their chance. You have a 
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new staff coming in with a new philosophy. 
The players have got to be excited about 
that.” 


find replacements for three senior 

starters. “As a staff we'll be doing a lot 
of evaluating the next few weeks,” Ball said. 
“I've already spent hours watching film and 
looking at the available personnel. | can say 
that I've got good athletes. They've been well 
coached in the past, and hopefully I can 
keep that going. They're talented, and I'm 
really looking forward to coaching them.” 

Though in person he looks barely re- 
moved [rom college himself, Ball is a 16-year 
coaching veteran. He has served two stints 
at his alma mater, Missouri Western State. 
Other coaching stops for Ball include 
Northeast Missouri State, Akron, Coffeyville 
Junior College, Western Oregon State, and 
Idaho State, where he also served as defen- 
sive coordinator. Ball said, “I played defen- 
sive back in college. starting out as a corner- 
back, and moving to safety as I got bigger. 
Other than three years as a defensive coordi- 
nator and linebackers coach, I’ve handled 
defensive backs my entire coaching career.” 

For the past two seasons separate coaches 
handled Alabama's safeties and cornerbacks, 
but Ball will be responsible for all four posi- 
tions. Graduate Assistant Woodrow Lowe, 
Jr, will help. “I've always coached all four 
guys,” Ball said. “I like it, because we're al- 
ways on the same page, It keeps the lines of 
communication open between the comers 
and the safeties.” 

Ball said that while the assignments are 
different for cornerbacks and safeties, the 
talents call for similar type athletes. “You'd 
like to have four corner type guys back 
there, with your bigger guys being the 
safeties and the true cover guys playing cor- 
ner,” he said. “Your safeties are more in- 
volved in run defense, so you want a more 
physical guy. Cornerbacks are more pass-ori- 
ented, so they can be smaller and quicker, In 
a perfect world you'd like to have four guys 
that are all six-foot-plus and can run and 
play man-to-man, but that’s not the case all 
the time. So you put your run stopping guys 
at safety and your coverage guys at corner.” 

One full-time starter (Charles Jones) and 
one part-timer (Charley Peprah) return in 
the secondary, but Ball must fill four starting 
slots, while also identifying capable back- 
ups. Though somewhat inexperienced, 
Bama’s talent pool of defensive backs is 
deep. The same can be said of the Tide's de- 
fensive line candidates. 


& onventional wisdom has it that sort- 
ing the linemen to positions is sim- 
ple. Just put the big, slow bodies on 
the inside to clog up the middle and the 


Sinai Coach Chris Ball also must 
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Assistant coaches who will handle the Alabama defense are (left to right) Ends Coach Paul Randolph, Graduate Assistant Secondary Coach Woodrow Lowe, 


Defensive Coordinator and Linebackers Coach Joe Kines, Secondary Coach Chris Ball, and Tackles Coach Buddy Wyatt. 


lighter, faster athletes at defensive end. But 
Wyatt sees it differently. “We want our in- 
side guys to be athletic and playmakers as 
well,” he said. “Obviously they must be a bit 
bigger and stronger, just because of where 
they're playing and the double teams that 
they'll have to contend with. But we want 
our tackles to make just as many plays in 
the backfield as the defensive ends. We want 
them to pressure the quarterback just like 
the ends.” 

Tackles obviously have to be stronger and 
heftier than their slimmer counterparts at 
end. But having played both positions him- 
self, Wyatt knows there is a mental compo- 
nent as well. “There's no room for finesse on 
the inside,” he said. “On the inside it’s al- 
ways going to be a physical game, so you 
have to be mentally tough. You're going to 
be hit in the mouth on every snap, and the 
majority of the times there are going to be 
two guys coming at you. Somebody is going 
to come out and hit you in the mouth on 
every snap. Mentally you have to be tough 
to be able to do it down after down after 
down.” 

In developing that toughness among the 
Tide linemen, Wyatt and Randolph will be 
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allies. “My official title here is Defensive 
Ends Coach, but to me it's coaching defen- 
sive line,” Randolph said. “You really coach 
everyone. We'll learn the entire scheme, 
which gives us multiple sets of coaching eyes 
out there. Whatever you see, you get correct- 
ed. Together we'll build a defensive front. 
When its all said and done, they'll work as a 
unit in order for us to be successful.” 

Both Randolph and Wyatt believe that es- 
tablishing an effective rotation will be cru- 
cial to the Tide’s success. “I like to play a lot 
of guys,” Wyatt said. “I like to have at least 
two deep to rotate both inside and out. If we 
can get to five or six, then that’s even better. 
That way we can wear down the offensive 
line. You want to keep them fresh, so you 
can put more pressure on the quarterback. 
In the fourth quarter we're better condi- 
tioned. We’re fresher, and we can disrupt 
their passing game.” 


ast season Alabama enjoyed great suc- 
| cess on defense, finishing up the year 
ranked third best among all Division 
1A programs. That's the kind of defensive 


performance that many Tide fans have come 
to expect. Whether the 2003 stop unit will 
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be as good remains to be seen, but the new 
coaches don’t shy away from the challenge. 
“Alabama football fans are supportive and 
very knowledgeable,” Ball said. “It’s not like 
they just say they’re fans. They know the 
game.” 

Wyatt said, “The people in this state are 
really proud of their school and rightfully 
so. Of course with that pride and support 
comes a lot of responsibilities and expecta- 
tions, which is the way it should be. The 
people are going to support you and give 
you an opportunity to be very successful, 
from the administration and everybody in- 
volved. They don’t just give lip service; they 
put action to it. At Alabama you're going to 
have every opportunity to be successful. At 
Alabama you have a chance to win the na- 
tional championship.” 

To a man, the new staff embraces that lofty 
goal. “The people of Tuscaloosa and at the 
school really make you feel good about 
being here,” Ball said. “I thought I knew 
what Alabama was about before I arrived, 
but you really can’t know until you get here. 
It’s just unbelievable. I can’t imagine any 
other place being any better. 

“This is football heaven.” 
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Spring Football: 


Price Era 
Underway 
In March 


by Kirk McNair 


Spring practice important 
for new staff in preparation 
for 2003 football season 


rom time-to-time reformists bring up 
Fe: subject of eliminating spring foot- 

nall practice in college. That would be 
fine if the playing field was level. But it’s not. 
When a college football team changes coach- 
es, that team usually is in for major changes 
in system and terminology, changes that 
need time to be implemented. The mere 15 
days allotted to spring football practice is 
vital to a team in transformation. 

“This time is huge for us,” said new 
Alabama Head Football Coach Mike Price, 
eying the start of spring drills on March 3. 
Alabama will have its 15 days of practice all 
in the month of March, concluding with the 
A-Day Game at Bryant-Denny Stadium on 
March 29, 

“The kids are pretty much on their own in- 
sofar as football before we get started,” Price 
said. “They have worked hard in the weight 
room. The coaches have been working hard 
preparing for spring practice.” But, he said, it 
will take being on the practice field this 
spring to begin building the squad. Even if 
the players wanted to work on plays “on 
their own,” as is often the case in the off-sea- 
son, Bama players don’t yet know the plays. 

“I hope the fans will have faith in us that 
the product in the fall will be better than 
what we see this spring,” he said. 

Price said, “This spring the things you will 
hear me saying will be things like ‘base, and 
‘basic,’ and ‘techniques,’ and ‘fundamentals.’ 
In the future you will hear ‘flexible’ and ‘in- 
ventive,’ and ‘creative.’ Of course, to these 
players everything will be new and inven- 
tive.” 

He said that the goal this spring will be to 
put in the offense, defense, and kicking 
game. That includes the players learning new 
terminology and plays and the like. In addi- 
tion to teaching, the coaches will be evaluat- 


Sophomore quarterback Brodie Croyle got con- 
siderable work last season, primarily as a back- 
up. This spring he'll get the majority of practice 
work in anticipation of being the 2003 starter, 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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ing. “We have to see who can play in this 
system and who cannot,” Price said, That is 
not to say that a player who was, for in- 
stance, a linebacker in the previous system 
couldn't be a strong safety or a defensive end. 
But there is also the inference that some cur- 
rent players may not fit into new schemes. 

Price and his assistant coaches have exam- 
ined videotapes of those games and practices 
from last fall. “We even went through the ju- 
nior varsity game against Georgia Military,” 
he said, That will give the coaches a starting 
point to know what players can do, 

Price noted that, “We're not starting from 
scratch because I think that we have players 
who can block and tackle and who are good 
athletes. We just need to get them into our 
system, The previous staff had good coaches. 
These players were on a team that won 10 
games last year and there are a lot of good 
players coming back.” 


S pring practice includes three days of no 


contact work, and two of those are the 

first two days of practice, March 3 and 
March 5. Three full scrimmages are allowed. 
One of those is the A-Day Game. Another is 
expected to be in conjunction with the 
Clinic Of Champions, the coaching clinic on 
March 21 and 22. Scrimmage work can take 
place on other practice days, but must con- 
stitute less than 50 per cent of the work. 

The A-Day Game in Bryant-Denny 
Stadium will kick off at 1 p.m. CST Saturday, 
March 29. That day will also include the 
popular Fan Day at Coleman Coliseum, in 
which coaches and players are available for 
autographs and photographs 9-11 a.m. The 
Walk of Fame, for years held at Denny 
Chimes, will be conducted in Bryant-Denny 
Stadium for the second consecutive year, at 


Great Pair! 


Introducing the Khaki 
Pair the Coaches Wear! 
Fineline cotton trousers 
in Khaki and natural 
Sizes 32-46 85° 
Walking Shorts 65° 
Also, we now have 
Official Alabama Belts 
Sizes 34-44 
Basic Belt 
Tipped Belt 
Lizzard Print 
plus tax, shipping 


Call Toll Free 


49” 
59° 
59° 


12:15. This is the ceremony in which the 
previous year’s captains put their hand- and 
foot-prints in cement for display at Denny 
Chimes. 

There is no admission charge for the game. 
Other practices will also be open in the 
spring and most practices in the fall will 
probably be open. 

Price noted that Alabama's spring game is 
quite an event, something that he hopes will 
be an advantage. “You want to put the play- 
ers in a competitive situation with all the 
anxiety, queasy stomach, that you get before 
going into battle. We want it as pressure- 
packed as possible.” 

On the downside, he said, “We'll probably 
get all of our real practice in the 14 days 
prior to the A-Day Game.” 

Price has traditionally joined the radio 
broadcasting team as a commentator during 
spring games, but said he would be on the 
sidelines for his first A-Day Game. “I need 
practice in that stadium, too,” he said. “And 
I don’t want the South Florida game to be the 
first time I'm on the sidelines calling plays 
for the Crimson Tide.” 

Alabama opens the 2003 football season 
hosting South Florida at Legion Field in 
Birmingham on August 30. 


rice admits that he has “a warm spot in 
my heart for walk-ons. | was a walk-on 


in college. One of our (Washington 
State) Rose Bowl teams had five starters who 
had been walk-ons.” He added, “You might 
think this is a good time to be a walk-on at 
Alabama, but it may not be. Everyone is not 
really starting even. We are going to be giv- 
ing reps (practice repetitions) to the most ex- 
perienced and best players because this is all 
new to them. We have to get them ready, 


The Locker Room 
1-800-749-0992 


1218 University Boulevard 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 


OFFICIAL ALABAMA BLAZER NOW AVAILABLE! 


learning our stuff. There is a difference be- 
tween ‘fair’ and ‘equal.’ We are going to be 
fair to everyone. But everyone is not equal, 
particularly this year.” 

Price said that in the future he expected to 
have a strong walk-on program. 

The Tide coach said that while the system 
would be new, it would not be complicated. 
“We don’t want to confuse our players,” he 
said. “I believe in the principle of KISS-Keep 
It Simple, Stupid. I think one quality of a 
good coach is that he can take something 
that is complicated and make it simple, and 
it's not a good quality to take something sim- 
ple and make it complicated. We want it to 
appear complicated and to be confusing to 
opponents, but our system will be easy for 
our players once they learn the basics.” 

Price is an offensive coach, one who actual- 
ly spends much of his time at practice coach- 
ing the quarterbacks. “I kind of wrote the 
book on offense,” he said. But he also said 
there is a new book to be learned this year, 
the book of defense as taught by his defen- 
sive coordinator, Joe Kines. Price said that 
Kines would have primary responsibility for 
the defense and that Price would be paying 
close attention since it would be a new sys- 
tem for his team. 

Kines has said Alabama will likely be a 4-3 
team (four defensive linemen, three 
linebackers) but with “some Florida State 
twists.” Price said the base defense has not 
been finalized, but agreed that Kines brought 
some good ideas from Florida State. 

The offense ordinarily will include three 
wide receivers (split end, flanker, and slot- 
back) and no fullback. It will sometimes 
have two tight ends. 


one important wide receiver candidate 

during spring drills. Antonio Carter, who 
ranks fourth all-time in Alabama receiving, 
was redshirted last fall after he was slow in 
recovering from off-season surgery for a 
stress fracture in his leg. In mid-February it 
was decided to perform another operation, a 
second (slightly larger) rod inserted into the 
injured limb in hopes of speeding the healing 
process. Carter, a senior, has 106 career re- 
ceptions for 1,294 yards and five touch- 
downs. Price said Carter is expected to be 
full-speed by the start of fall drills in August. 

Some relatively inexperienced players will 
get repetitions in the three-wide receiver of- 
fense. With Carter absent, Alabama has only 
three experienced wideouts in camp, They 
are Triandos Luke, Dre Fulgham and Zach 
Fletcher. Other candidates are Brandon 
Greer, Tarry Givens, Thurman Ward, Lance 
Taylor, Brandon Brooks, and Marcus 
McKnight. 

Offensive tackle Evan Mathis had essential- 
ly the same injury Carter did, but 
Mathis-who played with a stress fracture in 
his tibia through most of the 2001 
season—was back and playing last fall. 
However, Mathis suffered the same injury 
midway through the 2002 season, but to his 
other leg. He had the same surgery in 


I: appears that Alabama will be without 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MARCH, 2003 


lh August of 1979, Artist Daniel A. Moore released 
The Goal Line Stand — the first in his series of Fine Art 
Football Prints. The limited edition of 5,000 prints sold 


out over the ensuing eighteen months. Now, prints 
from that “First in a Series” edition sell for as much as 
$2,500 on the secondary print market. 

Mr. Moore’s latest painting, The Put Away, captures 
the excitement of the last-second winning basket that 
clinched the 2002 Men’s Basketball Regular Season 


crn Am 


IMITED EDITION: 


Commemorating 
The 2002 Men’s 
Basketball 
Regular Season 
Conference 
Champions 


Regular Edition 
$175. Signed/Numbered 


Artist’s Proofs 
$350. Signed/Numbered 


Custom Framing 
$245. (As shown at left) 


Each print comes with the spe- 
cially designed gold medallion 

shown above. Taxes and ship- 
ping will be added to all prices. 


Conference Championship. New Life Art is pleased to 
announce the offering of this dynamic work of art as a 
“First in a Series” Time-Limited Edition Print. The edition 
will be strictly limited to the number of prints ordered by 
April 2, 2003. At that time, the edition will be deemed 
“Sold Out by Publisher.” A50% deposit is required at the 
time of ordering — or, pay i full by February 19, 2003 
and receive 10% off your entire oa 
CALL TOLL FREE TODAY: 


1-800-735-2787 


EXPIRES API 


New Life Art, Inc. * 3600 Lornaridge Dr. * Birmingham, AL 35216® 205-979-2158 * www.newlifeart.com 


December and will take part in spring drills. 
He is one of three returning starters in the 
offensive line. Mathis is listed at right tackle. 
(The Price system uses left and right rather 
than strongside and weakside or quickside.) 
Wesley Britt is back at left tackle and Justin 
Smiley at left guard. All are upcoming ju- 
niors who have been starters for two years. 

The most important position to be filled in 
the offensive line is center. Soph J.B. Closner 
has very limited experience at the spot. 
Other offensive line candidates with some 
experience include Atlas Herrion, Dennis 
Alexander, Matt Lomax, Danny Martz and 
Von Ewing. 

Position changes for returning starters and 
other offensive linemen are possible in 
Bama’s new offense. 

Greg McLain, last year's starting fullback, is 
expected to start out with the tight end can- 
didates. There are three other experienced 
tight ends—Clint Johnston, David Cavan and 
Donald Clarke. 

Brodie Croyle had a few starts at quarter- 
back last fall, but spent most of his freshman 
year as back-up to the graduated Tyler Watts. 
Croyle is the clear leader with soph Spencer 
Pennington and redshirt freshman Brandon 
Avalos the only other scholarshipped quar- 
terbacks in camp. 

Both Pennington and Avalos are playing 
baseball this spring, as is returning starting 
tailback Shaud Williams (see Page 22). But 
none of them is expected to miss any foot- 
ball practice for baseball. 

Williams will start number one as the lone 
running back. Ray Hudson also has some ex- 
perience. Redshirt freshmen Kenneth Darby 
and Nic Luke are other candidates. 


he questions on defense are well- 
“Tico: Alabama lost three starters on 

the defensive line (end Kindal 
Moorehead and tackles Jarret Johnson and 
Kenny King) and three from the secondary 
(cornerbacks Gerald Dixon and Hirchel 
Bolden and safety Waine Bacon). 

With Moorehead starting at right end last 
fall, Antwan Odom and Nautyn McKay- 
Loescher alternated as starters at left end. 
Odom is expected to move to the right side. 
Todd Bates is an experienced defensive end. 
Mark Anderson was a back-up linebacker 
last year, but may move to defensive end this 
season. Redshirt freshman Chris Harris is an- 
other end candidate. 

Ahmad Childress and Anthony Bryant got 
some work at tackle last year. Redshirt fresh- 
men Kyle Tatum and Jeremy Clark and 
transfer Taylor Britt (Wesley’s brother) will 
also work inside. 

Although Bolden was listed as a lost 
starter at cornerback, sophomore Charlie 
Peprah actually earned that job midway 
through last season. Anthony Madison, 
Roberto McBride and David Scott have ex- 
perience, and redshirt freshman Ramzee 
Robinson is also a cornerback prospect. 
Charles Jones didn’t get any honors last 
year, but few could have played better at 
safety. Roman Harper, Carlos Andrews and 
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Antwan Odom was a parttime starter at defensive end as a sophomore last year. This year he is expect- 


ed to take over one of the defensive end spots on a fulltime basis. 


Chris James have experience at the safety 
spots. 

Linebacker would have to be considered a 
strength of the team. Brooks Daniels is an 
all-star candidate at weakside linebacker and 
Cornelius Wortham is solid at strongside. 
Both are seniors who have been regulars for 
three years. Juwan Garth may have been 
Bama’s best player who didn’t play last year 
and the redshirt freshman will back up 
Daniels. DeMeco Ryans, very impressive as a 
true freshman last year, and Juke King, 
moved from fullback, will back up 
Wortham. At middle linebacker, both soph 
Freddie Roach and senior Derrick Pope have 
started. 

There is a chance Alabama will take advan- 
tage of its linebacker strength and offset its 
lack of proven depth in the defensive line 
with some 3-4 defense. 


rice gives more than lip service to the 
Pisce game. Kasey Dunn is special 

teams coordinator and Aaron Price 
(who was a college kicker) coaches kickers. 
The Tide head coach said, “We're going to 
have to find a punter and a placekicker. 
We've got about 25 of them trying out. We'll 
probably have a little mini-practice after 
practice each day of spring training with 
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Aaron and Kasey evaluating them.” It is 
often fall work, when newcomers are avail- 
able, that much of the kicking game is in- 
stalled. 

One of the biggest losses from last season 
was punter Lane Bearden, who was an inspi- 
ration in courage as well as a fine booter. 
While Bama had moments of success in 
place-kicking, it was mostly inconsistent at 
best and too-often poor. Kyle Robinson fin- 
ished last season as the number one place- 
kicker, following Brian Bostick and Michael 
Ziifle. Those three return as does Mike 
McLaughlin, a third-year scholarshipped 
kicker who has never appeared in a game. 

Ziifle is the only Tider with punting experi- 
ence. Jeff Aul and Josh Woodard are also 
candidates. 

While the first thought in the kicking game 
is of the actual kickers, there are others in- 
volved in special teams. Last year Alabama 
was very poor in most areas of the kicking 
game. However, snapper Nick Ridings has 
been consistent and is back for his fourth 
season. The Tide will have to find a holder, 
duties that were handled by Bearden and 
graduated wide receiver Sam Collins. 

Shaud Williams returns as punt return 
man, while Hudson and Luke were the pri- 
mary kickoff return men. 


*BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MARCH, 2003 


2003 Bama Spring Football Roster 


NAME, POS 
-P. Adams, DT 


Dennis Alexander, RG 


Robert Allen, MLB 
Mark Anderson, OLB 
Carlos Andrews, SS 
eff Aul, P 
Sammy Autrey, SS 
Brandon Avalos, QB 
osh Averett, SE 
Ryan Babb, TB 
Todd Bates, LDE 
Kyle Bennett, TB 
ason Bolding, WR 
Brian Bostick, PK 
Taylor Britt, NT 
Wesley Britt, LT 
Brandon Brooks, WR 
on Brunson, LDE 
Anthony Bryant, NT 
Antonio Carter, FL 
David Cavan, TE 
Stuart Cavan, TE 
Ahmad Childress, DT 
eremy Clark, DT 
Donald Clarke, TE 
.B. Closner, C 
Nathan Cox, TB 
Brodie Croyle,QB 
Brooks Daniels, WLB 
Kenneth Darby, TB 
Brandon Dean, MLB 
Grant Dickey, LG 
Dennis DuBois, WR 
Kendrick Eaton, SE 
Von Ewing, RT 
William Felts, SLB 
PJ. Fletcher, WLB 
Zach Fletcher, WR 
Will Fountain, SE 
Alex Fox, PK 
Dre Fulgham, SE 
uwan Garth, WLB 
Gabe Giardina, PK 
ustin Gibson, C 
Tarry Givens, SE 
King Gladney, MLB 
Cody Grammer, RT 
Brandon Greer, SE 
Matt Grice, SS 
Mitch Grissett, SN 
Ted Gryska, TE 
Will Hardy, SLB 
Roman Harper, SS 
Chris Harris, LDE 
Andy Harrison, RG 
Atlas Herrion, LT 
Rusty Hill, TB 


CL 
Fr 
Sr 
So 
So 
Sr 
Fr 
Fr 
Fr 
Jr 
Fr 
Jr 
Fr 
So 
Jr 
So 
Jr 
So 
Jr 
Sr 
Sr 
Jr 
Fr 
Jr 
Fr 
Sr 
So 
Jr 
So 
Sr 
Fr 
Jr 
Fr 
Jr 
Fr 
So 
Fr 
Jr 
Sr 
Sr 
Jr 
Sr 
Fr 
Sr 
Fr 
Jr 
So 
Fr 
Sr 
Jr 
Jr 
Jr 
So 
So 
Fr 
Fr 
Sr 
Fr 


HT WT EXP 


6-3 
6-6 
5-11 
6-6 
6-0 
6-2 
6-0 
6-0 
6-5 
6-0 
6-4 
6-2 
6-4 
5-11 
6-3 
6-8 
3-4 
6-3 
6-3 
5-9 
6-5 


245 
3352 
221 
230 
200 
200 
180 


Wm wy ww 
—- IO oO 
wom 


162 


RS 
3L 
SQ 
IL 
IL 
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HOMETOWN 
Northport 
Memphis, Tenn, 
Lawton, Okla. 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Dadeville 
Camden 
Tuscaloosa 
Vance 

Phenix City 
Heflin 

Boaz 

Simi Valley, Calif. 
Cullman 
Cullman 
Cullman 
Birmingham 
Hartford 
Newbern 
Tallahassee, Fla, 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Daphne 

Boca Raton, Fla. 
San Antonio, Texas 
Spanish Fort 
Rainbow City 
Jasper, Fla. 
Huntsville 
Mobile 

Tyler, Texas 
Colonia, NJ. 
Camden 

Troy 
Thomasville, Ga. 
Panama City, Fla, 
Moulton 
Brewton 
Pensacola, Fla. 
Montevallo 
Decatur 
Charleston, W. Va. 
Gilbertown 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Bossier City, La, 
Tuscaloosa 
Rainbow City 
Tuscaloosa 

Red Level 
Northport 
Wetumpka 
Prattville 
Tuscaloosa 
Trussville 
Daphne 

Hokes Bluff 


NAME, POS 
William Hold, WR 
Charles Hosea, RCB 
Ray Hudson, TB 
Chris James, $ 
Clint Johnston, TE 
Charles Jones, FS 
Brian Kilpatrick, SS 
Juke King, SLB 
Matt Lomax, LG 
Nic Luke, TB 
Triandos Luke, SE 
Mike Machen, QB 


Anthony Madison. RCB 


Danny Martz, LG 
Evan Mathis, RT 


Roberto McBride, RCB 
Scoop McDowell, CB-WR 
N. McKay-Loescher, LDE 
Marcus McKnight, WR 


Greg McLain, TE 


Mike McLaughlin, PK 


Matt McMullin, SLB 
Matt Miller, QB 
Antwan Odom, RDE 
Trevis O'Neal, TB 
Corbin Pardue, 5S 


Spencer Pennington, QB 


Charlie Peprah, LCB 
Derrick Pope, MLB 
Matt Ragland, WR 
Ezzie Raulls, TB 
Nick Ridings, SN 
Freddie Roach, MLB 
Kyle Robinson, PK 


Ramzee Robinson, LCB 


Ben Rose, LCB 
DeMeco Ryans, SLB 
Mark Sanders, RG 
David Scott, RCB 
David Sears, SN 


David Simmons, WLB 


Justin Smiley, LG 
Josh Smith, TB 
Walter Smith, RCB 
David Stakley, FL 
Boone Stutz, SN/OT 
Kyle Tatum, DT 
Lance Taylor, FL 
Montre Walker, C 
Zac Wakefield, WR 
Thurman Ward, WR 
Leslie Williams, LDE 
Shaud Williams, TB 
Josh Woodard, P 


Cornelius Wortham, SLB 


Michael Ziifle, PK/P 


CL 


Fr 
Jr 
Jr 
jr 
So 
Sr 
39 
So 


HT 
6-2 
5-11 
5-1] 
6-0 
6-4 
6-0 
6-3 
6-0 
6-3 
6-1 
6-0 
6-6 
5-9 
6-4 
6-5 
5-9 
6-1 
6-4 
6-2 
6-2 
6-2 
6-2 
6-2 
6-5 
6-2 
5-10 
6-4 
5-11 
6-0 
5-10 
5-8 
6-0 
6-2 
5-10 
5-10 


WT EXP 


180 
178 
194 
189 
248 
183 
190 
225 
293 
209 
188 
235 
171 
290 
294 
167 
176 
255 
170 
246 
195 
221 
200 
273 
225 
180 
218 
195 
223 
188 
210 
246 
238 
175 
175 
180 
213 
314 
177 
241 
195 
301 
210 
170 
160 
275 
274 
192 
265 
175 
177 
223 
189 
170 
233 
236 


RS 
SQ 
2L 
2L 
IL 
2L 
RS 
SQ 
SQ 
RS 
3L 
HS 
IL 
SQ 
2L 
1L 
HS 
2L 
RS 
1L 
SQ 


HOMETOWN 
Austin, Texas 
Huntsville 
Bonifay, Fla- 
Albany, Ga. 
Wetumpka 
Waynesboro, Ga, 
Monroeville 
Theodore 
Mobile 

Phenix Cily 
Phenix Cily 
Mobile 
Thomasville 
Gaithersburg, Mal. 
Homewood 
Lakeland, Fla. 
Jackson, Miss. 
Toronto, Can. 
Callahan, Fla, 
Lineville 
Gautier, Miss. 
Montgomery 
Rainbow City 
Bayou LaBatre 
Leeds 

Houston, Texas 
Fayette 

Plano, Texas 
Galveston, Texas 
Huntsville 
Tuscaloosa 
Marietta, Ga. 
Killen 
Cleburne, Texas 
Huntsville 
Rochtr Hills, Mich 
Bessemer 
Ashville 
Homestead, Fla 
Vestavia 

Geneva 

Ellabell, Ga. 
Birmingham 
Bartpow, Fla. 
Huntsville 
Arlington, Texas 
Prattville 

Mt Vernon 
Hayneville 
Winfield 
Starkville, Miss. 
Stone Mtn, Ga. 
Andrews, Texas 
Decatur 
Calhoun City Miss. 
Newnan, Ga. 


Two-Sport Athletes: 


by Drew Champlain 


Softball, baseball, and 
track and field get help 
from players in other sports 


Whatley finished his legendary Alabama 

career. And although a few modern ath- 
letes attempt Whatley-like feats, it is unlikely 
anyone will ever match Whatley’s Crimson 
Tide accomplishments. 

Jim Whatley graduated from The Univer- 
sity of Alabama in 1936 with ten varsity let- 
ters earned in four different sports. 

He earned three letters each in baseball, 
football, and basketball, and one in track. He 


I has been over 65 years since Jim 


played on six Southeastern Conference 
championship teams and a national champi- 
onship football team. 

“Wow! That’s awesome!” said Patrick 
Murphy, Alabama's softball coach. “That's 
amazing! That’ playing year-round. | don’t 
think it could be done now.” 

Murphy knows about two-sport athletes, as 
he’s coached a few in his time. He currently 
coaches Capper Reed, a third baseman on his 
team and a guard for the women’s basketball 
team, and formerly coached Brittany Ezell, 
who is now an assistant coach for the 
women’s basketball team and who lettered in 
both sports at The Capstone. 

For Murphy, it’s a little frustrating that he 
can't have Reed until her basketball season is 
over. But he understands. Reed is on basket- 
ball scholarship and is a walk-on on the soft- 
ball team, so the coach is pleased to have a 
good athlete on his team without it counting 
towards softball scholarship limitations. 


“Its good for us, obviously,” Murphy said. 
“Number one, she’s a good kid, and that’s 
what we want. If she was a great athlete and 
a lousy person, she wouldn't be with us. I'd 
take a free Capper Reed any day.” 

Reed isn’t the only female athlete pulling 
double duty. Gymnastics superstar Andreé 
Pickens, volleyball player Erin Price, and 
women's basketball player Shun Hunter all 
compete for the women’s track and field 
team once their seasons are over. Hunter and 
Price have been doing it their whole careers, 
while Pickens decided to try her luck as a 
pole vaulter after completing her gymnastics 
eligibility. 

Sandy Fowler, women’s track and field 
coach, said that it takes a special person to 
come from a team-oriented sport to a sport 
in track and field where the focus is on the 
individual. 

“There's something that distinguishes each 
of these athletes,” Fowler said. “From a men- 


Alabama's baseball team has some reinforcements from the Crimson Tide football squad, including both Bama back-up scholarshipped quarterbacks. Among 
Bama two-sport stars are (left to right) football tailback/baseball infielder Shaud Williams, football quarterback/baseball outfielder Brandon Avalos, and foot- 


ball quarterback/baseball first baseman-outfielder Spencer Pennington. 
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tal to a physical standpoint, they are fantastic 
athletes. To be able to change their dedica- 
tion or motivation from a team sport to an 
individual sport is hard to do. When they are 
out there, they don’t have the team relying 
on them, they are competing within them- 
selves now. It's Andreé in the pole vault, Erin 
in the high jump, and Shun in the triple 
jump. That’s a hard thing to do, to switch 
from one extreme to the other and | give 
them a lot of credit,” 

For Price, playing two sports in college 
was never a question, A 6-2 junior outside 
hitter on the volleyball team and high 
jumper on the track team, she had a simple 
answer for coaches recruiting her who 
doubted her ability to compete in both 
sports. 

She said, “1 just told them ‘Sorry, ['m not 
interested.’ This is what I wanted to do, so 
I'm glad I found somewhere I could do it.” 

She has been a three-year starter for Coach 
Judy Green's volleyball team and is now the 
Tide's leading high jumper. In Price's first 
college meet in February, she finished second 
at the prestigious Virginia Tech Invitational 
with a leap of 1.65 meters 

Hunter, a forward on Rick Moody's 
women’s basketball team, competes in the 
long jump and triple jump in track and field. 
In 2001, she won two triple jump events and 
finished seventh in the SEC Championships. 
A very competitive athlete, Hunter likes bas- 
ketball a little bit more because of the nature 
of the sport, 

“One thing | like better in basketball is that 
I'm close with my teammates,” Hunter said. 
“With track, its an individual thing. Its me 
that’s going to lose it or win it by myself.” 

Pickens, one of the most decorated gym- 
nasts in college history, is using her fifth year 
of college to train and compete in the pole 
vault. Though she only picked up the sport a 
few months ago, the Tide’s track and field 
coaches think she can go far in the sport, 
just as she did for Coach Sarah Patterson in 
gymnastics. Pickens has already cleared 
jumps of 10 feet in practice. The Alabama 
school record for the new event is 10-2. 
(Alabama has had only two other women 
pole vaulters, and that was last season.) 

A common two-sport combination for ath- 
letes is track and football. Many times, a 
football player will compete in football in the 
fall, and come out and compete in track and 
field in the spring, often as a sprinter. The 
most recent football player on the track 
squad was Jason McAddley, who is now a 
wide receiver for the Arizona Cardinals. 
McAddley holds the Tide record for most 
points scored in the Pentathlon for the 3,816 
points was earned in the SEC Champion- 
ships. He also ranks in the top 10 all-time for 
the Tide in the 60-meter hurdles and the 
110-meter hurdles. 

“Jason McAddley was football-track star, 
and it worked out well for us,” Assistant 
Track and Field Coach Joe Walker said. 
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“We're hoping Coach Price (new Head 
Football Coach Mike Price) will have a good 
relationship with track. It takes a lot of ef- 
fort and desire to want to be successful at 
both. Its become more and more rare as 
years have gone on. Football-track is a good 
combination, but it’s football first and you 
have to play off of that.” 


his spring it is newsworthy that three 
f Alabama football players are partici- 
pating with the Crimson Tide baseball 
team. Spencer Pennington, an upcoming 
sophomore quarterback in football, is in his 
second year of Bama baseball, and he has 
been joined this season by freshman quarter- 
back Brandon Avalos and senior running 
back Shaud Williams, the Tide's leading 
rusher last fall. 

After one season under his belt of juggling 
both sports, Pennington knows how to man- 
age a “day at work.” 

“I go to the football building to study film 
when I'm not in class,” Pennington said. 
“During spring training, I'll go to football 
practice or scrimmage, then if we have a 
night baseball game, I'll take a quick shower 
and get over there as soon as I can.” 

Last year, Pennington had one wild week- 
end where he played in the A-Day game on 
Saturday and then woke up at 4:30 the next 
morning to catch a flight to Lexington, 
Kentucky, where he came off the bench as a 
pinch hitter in the Tide’s baseball game 
against the Wildcats. 

“Lt was pretty exciting,” Pennington said, 
“| had a good time playing the A-day game. | 
thought it was pretty special for them to fly 
me up there for just one baseball game. They 
wanted to fly me up there Friday, fly me back 
for the A-day game, and fly me back Sunday. 
Coach Fran (former Tide Head Football 
Coach Dennis Franchione) didn’t think that 
was too good of an idea. I had to get up at 
4:30 to be at the airport in Birmingham, so | 
maybe got four or five hours sleep that 
night.” 

Williams, a football player at Texas Tech be- 
fore transferring to Alabama, also played 
baseball at Texas Tech. He did not participate 
in baseball last spring prior to his first year of 
football eligibility with the Crimson Tide, but 
decided to wry it this spring. A 13th round 
draft pick out of high school by the Adanta 
Braves, Williams is competing for time in the 
infield and the outfield this season, 

“Growing up, | was always around the 
game of baseball,” Williams said. “I don't 
know where I picked football up. (Playing 
two sports is) something I've always done.” 

As for picking a career in either one of 
them, Williams is leaving his options open 
for both, but knows which one he can last 
longer in. 

“I see myself playing baseball longer be- 
cause it's a lot easier on your body,” Williams 
said. “For anybody, playing two sports pre- 
sents more opportunities, so I'll take whatey- 


er comes along and go at it full speed.” 

Avalos, who entered Alabama last fall and 
was redshirted while playing quarterback on 
the scout team, will compete for time in the 
outfield. Avalos, who is a big supporter of 
new Football Coach Mike Price's offensive 
system that showcases the talents of quarter- 
backs, has talked to Price about playing two 
sports, 

“He's fine with everything,” Avalos said. 
“He supports what my decision is. I can do 
what I want to do, as long as | come out 
there on the football practice field 100 per 
cent in the spring.” 

Price has some reservations, “I'm not sure 
the best way to win a starting job on the 
football team is to be out on the baseball 
field in the spring,” he said. “I'm a full time 
football coach and 1 want my quarterback to 
be a full time football player.” 

Price notes some exceptions. “One year al 
Washington State, our entire outfield was 
football players,” he said. And when he was 
an assistant coach at Missouri, his quarter- 
back Phil Bradley, played baseball, and has 
gone on to major league stardom, “But he 
knew the offense,” Price said. 

Though not on the same level as football, 
Alabama baseball is big time, too. Avalos 
heard from plenty of people that it would be 
too difficult to ty both sports. “They say its 
a lot of hard work,” Avalos said. “They say | 
can't do my best at two sports, I tell them 
that during football season Tll do my best, 
and during baseball season I'll do my best.” 

As for his favorite: “Whatever's in season is 
my favorite,” he said. Avalos may be redshirt- 
ed in baseball this spring. 

Tide Baseball Coach Jim Wells always wel- 
comes football players who want to try to 
play baseball. I's a bonus when he gets play- 
ers with the talents of the three, because they 
don't count towards the meager 11.7 scholar- 
ships that baseball can offer. (By comparison, 
women’s volleyball can offer more scholar- 
ships than can baseball.) 

“I think any program would welcome the 
potential that these three guys have,” Wells 
said. “It's a tremendous boost because we're 
one of the few schools that doesn’t have 
some lottery system that offers free in-state 
tuition.” Wells said Alabama is one of four 
SEC schools that doesn't have the benefits of 
a state lottery offering free in-state tuition. 
Auburn, Tennessee, and Vanderbilt are the 
other three. And, Wells said, Tennessee and 
Vanderbilt will soon be allowed to offer simi- 
lar benefits. 

Football players playing baseball is nothing 
new at Alabama. But some things are differ- 
ent than many years ago. An important part 
of college baseball training occurs in the fall, 
when football players are in their sport. 

“With the football guys, its not a question 
of if they'll be good,” Wells said of the trio. 
“The question is when they're be good, Can 
they be good now? That's what we need to 
know.” 
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Men’s Basketball Recruiting: 


Progress Update On Tide Signees 


by Drew Champlin 


There’s an outside chance 
Bama will add to signees 


ollege basketball fans are gearing up 
for the next round of recruiting in 
April, but Alabama Coach Mark 
Gottfried and his staff took care of 
most—perhaps all-of its work in the early 
signing period last November. Two Crimson 
Tide basketball signees (Jermareo Davidson 
and Akini Adkins) have had their minds 
fixed on their high school state playoffs, 
while the other one (Shawn Taylor) has 
been away from the game for a while to 
focus on raising a standardized test score. 
Jermareo Davidson of Marietta, Georgia, 
transferred to Wheeler High School for his 
senior season from Stone Mountain High 
School in Stone Mountain, Georgia. His 
coach, Doug Lipscomb, said Jermareo was 
averaging around 16 points and 10 re- 
bounds heading into the first round of the 


state playoffs. He also said that Davidson 
was at 6-10 and 220 pounds. 

“He's gotten stronger over the season and 
has really developed,” Lipscomb said. 
“Hopefully he'll be ready for the SEC.” 

Lipscomb said that while Davidson is ex- 
cited about the prospects of playing in the 
SEC, that isn’t his priority right now. 

“He doesn’t talk about it much,” Lipscomb 
said. “ He's focused on the team and the sea- 
son right now,” Lipscomb said. 

Davidson, rated as a three-star player by 
Thelnsiders.com, should come in and help 
out right away at the post position with the 
losses of Erwin Dudley and Kenny Walker. 
“(Davidson is) probably the most intriguing 
prospect the Tide signed,” said Dave Telep, 
Thelnsiders.com basketball recruiting ex- 
pert. “He has size and skill and the kind of 
body that is seemingly built for the SEC 
game.” 

Another forward who is having a good 
season is Akini Adkins of Leon High School 
in Tallahassee, Florida. According to his fa- 
ther, John Adkins, his team has struggled 
due to injuries to the top three guards and 
had a .500 record going into the first round 
of the playoffs. 

He said Adkins was now 6-10 and 190 
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Shawn Taylor 


pounds, down from 200 to start the season. 
“He's lost some weight during the season,” 
Adkins said. “That's because he plays almost 
the whole game every game.” 

John Adkins also said that his adopted 
son, who was born in Africa and has only 
been in the United States for three years, has 
his academics in order. 

“He's an excellent student,” John Adkins 
said. “I think he’s only made one B this year. 
He's even thinking about enrolling in the 
first term of summer school.” 

John Adkins also said that Akini was invit- 
ed to several prep all-star games, including 
the Nike Derby Classic in Louisville, 
Kentucky, the Charm City Classic in 
Baltimore, Maryland, and was one of the 100 
finalists for the McDonald's All-America 
game. 

“He's come a long way,” Adkins said. 

Telep also thinks that Adkins, who is rated 
as a four-star player according to 
Thelnsiders.com, can be successful in the 
college game due to his determination to 
succeed. “He's been through a lot this year,” 
Telep said. “His brother was tragically mur- 
dered and he’s persevered. He's athletic and 
still growing. The kid has a passion for the 
game and a drive to be successful.” 


hile Davidson and Adkins have 

been instrumental in their team’s 

playoff runs, Shawn Taylor has 

not. After transferring to Perry High School 

for his senior season, Taylor's season was cut 
short early in the season 

“My husband pulled him off the team to 
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focus on academics,” said Taylor's mother, 
Sandra West. “He didn’t really like it, but 
he’s doing what we tell him to do.” In his 
abbreviated season, Taylor, who stands 6-10 
and weighs 185 pounds, was averaging 14.9 
points, 6.3 rebounds and 5.8 blocked shots 
per game. 

While West said that her son’s grade point 
average was line, she said he needed to raise 
his SAT score to qualify. She said he has 
taken the test, but has not yet received his 
score. 

West also said that her son is still condi- 
tioning, but doesn’t play much basketball. 

Taylor, a three-star player according to 
Thelnsiders.com, has a chance to come in 
and play, but may need a year to redshirt 
and gain muscle. 

“Right now he’s probably a few years away 
from contributing and given the size and 
bigs (big men) coming into the program this 
year, he would look like a strong redshirt 
candidate,” Telep said. 

Under the NCAA rule whereby a school 
may sign five players in one season if it 
signs four or fewer in the previous season, 
the Tide could sign as many as five players 
this year. But that seems unlikely. Only three 
seniors (Dudley, Walker, and guard Terrance 
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Meade) will depart from this year’s team and 
the three signees fill up the 13 scholarship 
limit. However, it is possible that someone 
may choose to not return, perhaps transfer 
to another school for more playing time or 
leave early for the professional ranks. In that 
case, the Tide could add to this year's re- 
cruiting ranks. 

Many believe Alabama is in the running 
for James Lang, a 6-10, 305 pound center 
out of Birmingham's Central Park Christian, 
the same school that produced former Tider 
Rod Grizzard, current Bama player Lucky 
Williams, and current Auburn forward 
Marco Killingsworth. While Lang once com- 
mitted to Louisville, he has re-opened the 
recruiting process and the schools of interest 
include Alabama, Louisville, Kentucky, 
Mississippi State, LSU, Ole Miss, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, and Wake Forest. 
However, Louisville sources say Lang is 
planning to sign with the Cardinals in April. 

If a fifth scholarship were to open up, it 
could go to a guard. In-state prospects said 
to have interest in the Tide include Justin 
Jonus, a 6-6, 200 pound wing player from 
Douglas High School in Boaz, and 
Kendarious Pelton, a 6-4, 185 pound guard 
from Goshen High School in Troy. 
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owever, most believe Alabama’s 
Hew staff will be content with 

this year’s recruiting class. Work has 
already begun on enticing some of the na- 
tion's top junior players for next year. 

The state of Alabama includes a handful of 
excellent prospects. They are: 

DJ. White, a 6-8, 225-pound forward at 
Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; Mike Williams, a 6-7, 215- 
pound forward at Wilcox Central in Camden; 
Ronnie Steele, a 6-2, 155-pound point guard 
(who is also a top football wide receiver 
prospect) at John Carroll in Birmingham; and 
Glenn Miles, a 6-4, 185-pound point guard at 
West End in Birmingham. 

It is believed that Indiana will be 
Alabama's top competition for White. 

Alabama is also mentioned with two of the 
nation’s best players who are in adjacent 
states. Many believe Al Jefferson, a 6-9, 265- 
pound post player, is the top upcoming 
prospect in the nation. He is said to be con- 
sidering Alabama and Arkansas and is also 
receiving attention from Kentucky, LSU, 
Florida, Mississippi, and Mississippi State. 
Josh Smith is a 6-8, 195-pound forward at 
McEachern High School in Powder Springs, 
Georgia, who is also interested in Georgia, 
Florida State, and LSU, 


SCORECARD 


Look Out Below! 

Alabama's basketball team may not have 
hit bottom, but the Crimson Tide of Coach 
Mark Goutried's freefall became a part of his- 
tory when the Associated Press poll was re- 
vealed in mid-February. Alabama, which had 
been ranked number one in the nation six 
weeks earlier, was no longer in the top 25. 

Alabama had opened the season with nine 
straight victories, including a 68-62 win over 
pre-season number two Oklahoma in the 
opening game of the year in Madison Square 
Garden. But after attaining the number one 
ranking, the Tide was able to score only 49 
points in a loss at Utah. Then the real fall 
began in Southeastern Conference play as 
Bama-the overwhelming favorite to repeat as 
SEC champion-lost six of its first nine games. 

The Tide, which had been Alabama's first 
men’s basketball team to earn the number 
one ranking, became the seventh school to 
drop out of the poll after attaining the top 
spot. However, all the others came when 
there was a top 20, nota top 25. 

Other teams to fall from number one to 
out were both Indiana and Duke in 1979-80, 
UCLA in 1965-66, Wichita State in 1964-65, 
Loyola of Chicago in 1963-64, and St. John’s 
in 1951-52. 

Although there is still a chance for 
Alabama to make the NCAA Tournament as 
the SEC Tournament champion, the odds are 
not good Bama will be one of 64 teams in the 
NCAA field. There will be some sentiment to 
decline an NIT invitation. (A team that ex- 
ceeds expectations and gets into the NIT 
would be considered to be rewarded. A team 
expected to win the SEC championship and 
contend for the national title being in the 
NIT is an embarrassment.) 


Groundbreaking 

Alabama's ambitious Crimson Tradition 
Campaign to expand and improve athletics 
facilities includes two distinct phases. One is 
financing the $100 million project. The 
other is construction. 

Fund-raising is on-going. And now there 
has been a groundbreaking on the first phase 
of construction. On February | the ceremo- 
ny to kick off the building campaign was 
held near the Hank Crisp Indoor Facility and 
Sam Bailey Track Stadium. 

Athletics Director Mal Moore said the first 
year of the campaign had resulted in acquir- 
ing $25 million of the $50 million to be 
raised in donations. Another $50 million will 
come from bond proceeds. He said the 
groundbreaking was at the site for much of 
the infrastructure that must be completed 
before moving on to the “big projects." 

The central plant construction will be 
quickly followed by renovation of Bryant 
Hall into a state-of-the-art academic center, 
expansion and renovation of the football fa- 
cility, addition of a new strength and condi- 
tioning center and construction of new 
women’s soccer and combined men's and 
women’s tennis stadium. 

Completion date for the soccer stadium 
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will be late 2003, with the other slated for a 
2004 completion date. 

The athletics department is in the process 
of selecting architects for two other projects, 
modernization of Coleman Coliseum and a 
north end zone expansion of Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. 


Ground Work 

Few college football stadiums measure up 
to Bryant-Denny in size, beauty, and func- 
tion. But one weakness of the stadium has 
been its playing surface. While Alabama has 
what is believed to be the best natural sur- 
face and system, there have been drainage 
problems that have resulted in Bama losing 
its turf, That problem is being addressed 
again this spring. Last fall Alabama brought 
in a company to replace 18,000 square feet of 
sod. At the time it was determined that the 
base under the turf needed attention. 

In February Southern Turf Nurseries of 
Brookfield, Georgia, removed the new sod and 
replaced some 12 inches of the field's sand 
base with humus and soil. It is believed this 
process will improve retention of fertilizer and 
nutrients while allowing the pump-based 
drainage system to function properly. The sod 
that was installed last November was to be re- 
installed after completion of the base project. 

The process was not expected to affect the 
use of the field for spring practice which be- 
gins March 3 or the A-Day Game scheduled 
for March 29, 


Tim Bowens 

When Mike Price took over as Alabama's 
head football coach, he said his goals includ- 
ed adding a former player to the staff and 
adding a coach from the Alabama high 
school ranks to the staff, And, he said, it 
could be the same person. That proved to be 
the case. And although the addition of Tim 
Bowens is not as an on-the-field coach, 
Bowens ' role is a critical one. He will serve as 
director of High School Relations. 

Bowens, a four-year football letterman at 
Alabama from 1996-99, comes to the Tide 
alter leading Tanner High School to a 7-4 
record this past season. Bowens was selected 
as The Decatur Daily's 1A-3A Coach of the 
Year for his efforts. 

While at Alabama, Bowens played in 46 ca- 
reer games as a receiver, finishing with 24 re- 
ceptions for 324 yards. He had a career-long 
54-yarder against LSU in 1999, His senior 
season, Tim was a seven-game starter. 


Sosa Lost For Year 

If Alabama baseball continues to enjoy the 
success it has nearly every year under Coach 
Jim Wells, it will be because Wells is able to 
patch together a Bama squad. Adding to 
Crimson Tide baseball woes was the pre-sea- 
son announcement that senior third baseman 
Carlos Sosa would undergo surgery to repair 
a torn anterior cruciate ligament in his right 
knee and miss the season. 

Sosa was injured in an intrasquad game. 
Sosa was hobbled with an Achilles injury 


during much of his junior season. The torn 
ACL is on the same leg. 

“This is certainly a blow to our team, los- 
ing a starter and middle-of-the-lineup hitter,” 
Wells said. “We now have to shuffle the 
cards and find someone to replace him at 
third base.” 

Sosa had become the Crimson Tide’s start- 
ing third baseman. He had also made 
strides at the plate and was one of the team’s 
top hitters this fall and in early preseason 
drills. Last year as a junior, Sosa batted .269 
(28-for-104) in 38 games for the Crimson 
Tide. He made 29 starts for the Crimson 
Tide, but was hampered most of the season 
by an Achilles injury suffered during the 
2001 season at Pensacola Junior College. 

Sophomore Allen Rice (Pelham) or fresh- 
man Evan Bush (Gadsden) are the likely re- 
placements. Rice played third base last sea- 
son and hit .247 (41-for-166) with 18 RBI in 
56 games. 


Pitcher Of The Week 

Alabama freshman right-hander Allen 
Ponder was named the SEC “Pitcher of the 
Week” in the first week of the season as 
Alabama had great success in the prestigious 
Astros Classic in Houston. 

Ponder made his Alabama debut against 
the number two-ranked Rice Owls and 
turned in a strong outing for the Crimson 
Tide. Ponder worked five scoreless innings, 
allowing two hits, two walks and striking out 
five in the upset win over Rice. The Opelika 
native entered the game in the fourth inning 
with the Crimson Tide trailing 5-2 and run- 
ners on the first and third. He got a strikeout 
and a pop-up to work out of the jam, then 
went on to pick up the victory as Bama came 
from behind. 

“Allen entered the game in a tough situa- 
tion and did a great job," Coach Jim Wells 
said. “We told him three hours before the 
game that he would be the first one in out 
the bullpen and he really looked forward to 
it. We did not know he'd be in the game that 
early, but thanks to him we won the game.” 

Ponder limited the Owls to a .125 batting 
average (2-for-16), shutting down a team 
that won more than 50 games last year and 
played in the College World Series. 


Dudley Still In Running 

Although the disappointing performance of 
Alabama's basketball team won't help 
Crimson Tide individuals win any awards 
this year, senior Tide star Erwin Dudley con- 
tinues to be listed as one of the candidates for 
the R. Wooden Award. When the committee 
adjusted the original list of candidates to 30 
in early February, Dudley was among them. 

In early March the list will be pared to 15- 
20 players. 

The 2003 Award ceremony, which will in- 
clude the presentation of the Wooden Award 
All-American team, will be held at the Los 
Angeles Athletic Club on Saturday, April 
12th. The Top 5 candidates will be invited to 
Los Angeles for the ceremony and $15,000 
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will be contributed in their name to their uni- 
versily’s general scholarship fund. 


SEC Honoree 

One of the features of the SEC Basketball 
Tournament is the honoring of former greats 
from each school. This year’s tournament, 
March 13-16 at the Louisiana Superdome in 
New Orleans, will have Buck Johnson as 
Alabama's representative. 

A forward from 1983-1986, Buck Johnson 
was a three-time All-SEC selection, earning 
first-team honors in 1985 and 1986, Johnson 
ranks fourth all-time at Alabama in scoring 
with 1,869 career points and ranks eighth all- 
time with 933 career rebounds. He was an 
SEC All-Tournament performer in both 1985 
and 1986, leading Alabama to four NCAA ap- 
pearances during his career at the Capstone. 
Johnson was an NBA first-round draft pick by 
the Houston Rockets in 1986. He played 
seven years in the NBA for Houston and 
Washington and played eight additional years 
in Europe through 2002. Johnson helped 
guide the Rockets to the playoffs in five of his 
seven seasons, scoring +,139 career points 
with Houston. 

This marks the fifth year of the basketball leg- 
ends program. Previous Alabama honorees are 
Reggie King in 1999, Wendell Hudson in 2000, 
T.R. Dunn in 2001, and Leon Douglas in 2002. 


Tipolf Club Honorees 

In recognition of its 30th Anniversary, the 
Birmingham Tip-Off Club has announced a 
30-Year Anniversary. Team consisting of the 
top 30 outstanding men’s and women's bas- 
ketball players over the last 30 years from the 
State of Alabama. The University of Alabama 
men’s team led the list with 11 selected. 

Former Alabama men's team players are: 

Charles Cleveland, Leon Douglas, T.R. 
Dunn, Robert Horry, Bobby Lee Hurt, Buck 
Johnson, Reginald King, Derrick McKey, 
Eddie Phillips, and Ennis Whatley. 

Also selected were Yolanda Watkins, who 
played for the Alabama women’s team, and 
former Tider Gerald Wallace, who was select- 
ed for his play at Childersburg High School. 

The Tip-Off Club also presents the 
Southeastern Conference Coach of the Year 
award, Joe Dean, Jr., is president, 


More Football Signees 

In Alabama, there’s nothing like football. In 
most of the world, football is what we call 
soccer. And while most of the attention on 
February signings are on our football, Tide 
Soccer Coach Don Staley and his staff were 
adding six players to the Bama squad. 

This year’s recruiting class has a bit of inter- 
national flavor as Carly Carson and Gillian 
Kilburn both hail from British Columbia, 
Canada. 

Carson has been the goalkeeper for the 
Canadian National Youth team for the past 
two years while Kilburn has also been a mem- 
ber of the Canadian National soccer pool at 
the under-16, under-17 and under-18 levels. 


Alabama also signed Emily Pitek of 


Buffalo, New York, Courtey Van Winkle of 
Atlanta, and sisters Leigh and Suzanne Baker 
also from Atlanta. 

Pitek, who is a senior at Nardin Academy, is 
a two-time all-state performer in New York 
and a two-time league MVP. 
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Van Winkle will be called on to help fill the 
large holes on defense left due to graduation. 
A speedy, man-marker, Van Winkle is no 
stranger to a championship team helping her 
high school team to the 2002 and 2003 state 
championships. Suzanne Baker, a senior at 
The Wesuminster School, led her club team in 
scoring from 1996 through the 2000 season. 
Leigh Baker, also a senior at The Westminster 
School, will help out at the center midfield 
position. She led her team in crosses from 
1998-2002 and was third on the team in as- 
sists and third in scoring while helping to lead 
the team to the 2002 state championship. 

“This is a very significant signing for us,” 
said Staley. “We were able to address all our 
needs. We got the depth we needed and ad- 
dressed our goalkeeper situation.” 


Spring Soccer 

Although soccer is a fall sport, Alabama has 
a limited spring season. This year that includes 
an alumni game at 7 p.m. March |, March | 
will also have Bama participating in its own 
Crimson Tide Invitational. Alabama will host 
the Warrior Soccer Club at 9 a.m. and the GSA 
Soccer Club at 1 p.m. March 23, host the 
Crimson Tide Classic on March 29, take on 
Ole Miss in Orange Beach April 26, and play at 
South Alabama in Mobile on April 27. 


Soccer Honorees 

Former Alabama soccer standout Missy 
Keller has been named a member of the All- 
Southeast Region third team for her efforts 
during the 2002 season. Keller, a defender 
from Hilton Head, South Carolina, helped 
lead the Tide to a 12-6-2 record and fell one 
game short of tying the school and SEC 
record for consecutive starts with 78, She was 
also named All-SEC for the second time in her 
career. 

At this years soccer awards banquet Keller 
was named MVP. Other award winners were 
defensive MVP Lauren Imwalle, offensive MVP 
Dawn Nash, Most Improved Rebecca Baker 
and the Coaches Award winner Kim Zarzour. 


Good News From NCAA 

In recent years, NCAA announcements re- 
garding Alabama have not always been good. 
But in early February the NCAA announced 
that three Crimson Tide student-athletes are 
finalists for the prestigious NCAA Postgrad- 
uate Scholarship. 

Shelley Adamcik, Kenny King and Kim 
Zarzour were chosen by the NCAA 
Postgraduate Scholarship Region Six 
Selection Committee. The applications are 


being considered by the NCAA Postgraduate 
Scholarship Committee. 

“I's exciting to see that three student-ath- 
letes made it out of our region,” said Director 
of Academic Services Jon Dever. “These were 
the only three athletes we nominated [rom the 
fall sports and I believe they're all deserving of 
the national attention they receive.” 

Adamcik, a three-year starter for the 
Crimson Tide volleyball team, is a three-time 
Academic All-SEC honoree and was twice 
named to the Academic All-District team. She 
is also the school’s career leader in blocks as- 
sists and total blocks. King, a three-time All- 
SEC performer and a Academic All-America, 
led the football team in tackles for loss during 
the 2002 season. A four-year starter, King also 
turned in three sacks for 15 yards and had 17 
quarterback pressures as a senior. He forced 
two fumbles and recovered one. Zarzour, a 
two-time Academic All-America, helped to 
lead the soccer team to a 12-6-2 record this 
past season. She finished her career ranked 
sixth on the school’s all-time assist list and 
fourth on the all-time minutes played list. 

Adamcik, King and Zarzour were selected 
from approximately 60 athletes from schools 
in the region that includes Alabama, 
Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Tennessee and Texas. 

The NCAA awards 174 postgraduate schol- 
arships annually, 87 for men and 87 for 
women. The scholarships are awarded to stu- 
dent-athletes who excel academically and ath- 
letically and who are in the last year of inter- 
collegiate athletics competition. 


John Foster 

John Foster, the founder of the Alabama 
swimming and diving program, died February 
1 after a long illness at the age of 84. Foster 
was the Crimson Tide's first coach, getting the 
program underway for the 1959-60 season. He 
led the Tide 14 seasons, during which time 
Alabama amassed a 124-40 dual meet record. 
His teams finished no lower than third in the 
Southeastern Conference after the Tide's sec- 
ond season, including four runner-up finishes. 
His swimmers won 21 individual SEC titles. 

Foster also served as aquatics director, su- 
pervisor of intramural and recreational swim- 
ming, and assistant professor in the depart- 
ment of physical education. 

The family asks that those wishing to honor 
Foster send a donation to the “John Foster 
Memorial Scholarship Fund”, started by sev- 
eral of his former athletes, Contributions can 
be sent to P.O, Box 870343, Tuscaloosa, AL 
35487-0343. 


2003 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date 

August 30 
September 6 
September 13 
September 20 
September 27 


Opponent 
South Florida 
Oklahoma 
Kentucky 
Northern Illinois 
Arkansas 
Georgia 
Southern Miss 
Mississippi 
Tennessee 
Mississippi State 
LSU 

Auburn 

Hawaii 


October 4 
October 11 
October 18 
October 25 

November 8 
November 15 
November 22 
November 29 


Series Record 

First Meeting 

Even, 1-1-1 

Alabama leads, 31-2-1 
First Meeting 

Alabama leads, 9-4-0 
Alabama leads, 35-23-4 
Alabama leads, 31-6-2 
Alabama leads, 40-8-2 
Alabama leads, 43-35-7 
Alabama leads, 69-15-3 
Alabama leads, 43-18-5 
Alabama leads, 38-28-L 
Alabama leads, 1-0-0 


Site 
Birmingham 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Athens 
Tuscaloosa 
Oxford 
Tuscaloosa 
Starkville 
Tuscaloosa 
Auburn 
Honolulu 


2002-03 Alabama Winter Sports Results 


Men's Basketball Women’s Basketball Gymnastics 


Date/ Opponent CST/ Date/ Opponent CST/ Date/ Opponent Time (CST) 
UofA ; Opp. UofA Opp. UofA Opp. 
97 EA Sports (Exh) vt 72 Premier Players (Exh.) 78 Jan. 11 Super Six Challenge 4th 
72 Athletes In Action (Exh.) 71 102 Berry College (Exh.) 50 @ Athens, Georgia 
Coaches Vs. Cancer Classic 68 @Samford 46 
@ Madison Square Garden, New York Nov. 26 Birmingham-Southern 7:00 197.050 @ Georgia 197.075 
68 Oklahoma 62 UT-San Antonio Tipoff Classic 107.200 @ Arkansas 194.475 
. 61 Texas-San Antonio 35 197.175 @ Nebraska 197.475 
62. Aabarn State 25 69 Stephen F Austin 56 197.200 Michigan 196.525 
80 Middle Tennessee State 65 196.875 @ Denver 196.125 
Basketball Hall Of Fame Classic 72 Providence 56 196.875 Air Force @ Denver 188.650 
a eR, Mass. East Carolina Invitational @ Greenville 197.400 LSU 193,800 
32 Ohin Srate ‘8 67 Liberty 64 196.600 @ Florida 197.125 
os Tips § 1 : :00 
89 North Carolina-Greensboro 61 XG * Saat guration a2 oe : Seatos aes 
77 5t. Bonaventure : 68 80 Illinois-Chicago 72 Mar.15 Georgia 7:00 
Coors Classic @ Mobile 57 @South Alabama 79 Mar.21 @ Auburn 7:00 
72 Bowling Green 63 70 BYU @ Albuquerque 59 Mar. 29 SEC Championships 7:00 
Fo Ste c St. Peter's Holiday Classic @ Jersey City, NJ. @ Birmingham 
69 Providence 61 89 Bucknell 64 Apr.12 NCAA Region IV 6:00 
82 Morehead State 64 62° St. Peter's 57 @ Coleman Coliseum 
#9 @ Utah 31 Apr. 24- NCAA Championships TBA 
65 Xavier 38 62 @ Houston 68 Apr. 26 @ Lincoln, Nebraska 
61 Arkansas . 31 55 @ Kentucky (Fox SS TV) 59 
69 @ Vanderbilt 70 #5 Tenriessee 88 
68 repli State Ms 61 @ Auburn 65 
68 Auburn 7 47 Georsia 77 5 
57 @ Mississippi 76 81 @ Mesissippi 70 Men’s Indoor Track 
“a eee =. 56 @ Mississippi State 72 Date Event Result 
) @Ark: at 58 Arkansas 39 Jan, 18 SEC Challenge 
70 Arkansas = 69 @ Vanderbilt 80 @ Fayetteville 4th 
ae rise = 34 South Carolina 48 Jan. 24-25 Air Force Invitational 
69 teeseare : 4 65 @LSU 69 @ Colorado Springs Sth 
16 @ Ferhesstc bs ee aoa re oe , Feb. 8 . Florida hearers ue 
nd ate ht ee Ne «3 ‘ Kentucky fate Feb. 14-15 ’ Lowa State Inyite 
Feb. 26 @ Mississippi State7:00/]-P Sports Feb.27 Auburn ) 7:00 Feb-15. Arinory itivitational 
Mar, 2 Mississippi L:00/CBS Mar.2 @ Arkansas 2-00 @ New York N/A 
: PP aan Ln Mar. 6- SEC Tournament Feb.21 @LSU Twilight N/A 
Mar 13. SEC ‘Toumament Mar.9 @ Little Rock TBA Fe a pn erat de aaa 
Mar. 16 @ New Orleans TBA See 8 Rag RN 
i) * * 5) : s @ Ames, lowa or 
Men’s Swimming Women’s Swimming @ South Bend, Indiana 
Date/ Opponent Time (CTV Date/ Opponent Time (CTY Mar. 14-15. NCAA Championships 
UofA Opp. UofA Opp. @ Fayetteville 
152 @ Louisiana-Monroe 61 72 @ Louisiana-Monroe 139 
155 = LSU 103 Oct. 25-26 @ Dallas Classic Fifth 
110 Delta State 23 154 @ LSU 127 ) 
94 NW Missouri State 39 137 Arkansas @ Baton Rouge 146 Women S Indoor 
@ Cleveland, Miss. 107 @ Delta State 25 
Novy, 22- World Cup All Day 94 NW Missouri State 39 Track 
Noy, 23. @ Long Island, N.Y. @ Cleveland, Miss. Date Evenr Result 
Dec, 6-8 Georgia Invitational All Day Novy, 22- World Cup All Day Jan. 18 @ Virginia Tech Invitational 
108 @ Georgia 133 Noy. 23. @ Long Island, N.Y. Jan. 25 SEC Challenge 
160 @ Georgia Tech 124 Dec. 6-8 Georgia Invitational — All Day @ Lexington 7th 
128.5 Florida 108.5 95 @ Georgia 139 Feb.8 @ Nebraska Invitational N/A 
114 Auburn 175 182 @ Georgia Tech 106 Feb. 14-15 Armory Invitational 
135 South Carolina 107 112 Florida 129 @ New York N/A 
Feb. 19-22) SEC Championships Sth 127) Auburn 163 Feb, 28- | SEC Championships 
@ Auburn 138.5 South Carolina 104.5 Mar.2 @ Gainesville 
Feb, 28- Last Chance TBA Feb. 19-22) SEC Championships 4th Mar.8 Last Chance 
Mar. 1 @TBA @ Auburn @ Ames, Owa 
Mar, 9 Last Chance TBA Feb. 28- Last Chance TBA Mar. 14-15 NCAA Championships 
Mar, 27~ NCAA Championships Mar, | @TBA @ Fayeueville 
Mar, 29 @ Austin, Texas All Day Mar, 9 Last Chance TBA 
Apr. 1-5 USS National Championships Mar. 20- NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis All Day Mar. 22 @ Auburn All Day 
Apr. 1-3 USS National Championships 


@ |ndianapolis All Day 
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2003 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Baseball 
Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UA Score Opp. 
Astros Classic @ Houston 
9 La-Lafayette 3 
2 Houston 7 
6 Rice 5 
4 Centenary 3 
7 SE Missouri 8 
16 SE Missouri 1 


Feb, 24 SE Missouri 2:00 
Feb. 26 Miss. Valley St. 6:30 
Feb. 28 Rhode Island 6:30 


Mar. 1 Rhode Island 4:00 
Mar.2 Rhode Island 1:00 
Mar. 4 Belmont 6:30 
Mar. 5 Bham-Southern 6:30 
Mar.7 Massachusetts 6:30 
Mar.8 Massachusetts 4:00 
Mar.9 Massachusetts 2:00 
Mar, 12 Louisiana Tech 6:30 
Mar. 14 Georgia 6:30 
Mar. 15 Georgia 4:00 
Mar. 16 Georgia 2:00 
Mar. 19 @ Samford 6:30 
Mar. 21 @ Florida 5:30 
Mar. 22 @ Florida 3:00 
Mar. 23 @ Florida Noon 
Mar, 26 @ UAB 7:00 
Mar. 28 LSU 6:30 
Mar. 29 LSU 4:00 
Mar. 30 LSU 2:00 
Apr.2 West Alabama 6:30 
Apr.4 @ Auburn 6:30 
Apr.5 @ Auburn 3:00 
Apr.6 @ Auburn 1:30 
Apr.8 @NW State 7:00 
Apr.9 @ Centenary 6:00 
Apr. 11 Kentucky 6:30 
Apr. 12 Kentucky 2:00 
Apr. 13. Kentucky 2:00 
Apr. 16 South Alabama 6:30 
Apr. 18 @ Ole Miss 6:30 
Apr, 19 @ Ole Miss 4:00 
Apr. 20 @ Ole Miss 1:30 
Apr. 23. UAB 6:30 
Apr. 25 Arkansas 6:30 
Apr. 26 Arkansas 4:00 
Apr. 27 Arkansas 2:00 
Apr. 30 Samford 6:30 


May 2 @ Tennessee 6:00 

May 3 @ Tennessee 3:00 

May + @ Tennessee 1:00 

May9 South Carolina 6:30 

May 10 South Carolina 3:00 
(Fox Sports South TV) 

May 11 South Carolina 2:00 

May 13 Jacksonville State 6:30 

May 16 @ Mississippi St 6:30 

May 17 @ Mississippi St 2:00 

May 18 @ Mississippi St 1:30 

May 21- SEC Tournament 

May 25 @ Hoover Met 

May 30- NCAA Regionals 

June 1 @ campus sites 

June 6- NCAA SuperRegionals 

June 8 @ campus sites 

June 13- College World Series 

June 22 @ Omaha, Nebraska 


All times central 


Softball 
Date Opponent Time 
Stacy Winsberg @ Los Angeles 
3 Cal-Fullerton 4 
+ Cal Fullerton 1 
3 Cal-Northridge 0 
4+ UCLA 5 
7 Loyola-Marymount 4 
Fun In Sun Classic @ Miami 
2 Florida Atlantic 0 
ll Florida International 4+ 
6 Ohio State 4 
0 Florida International 1 
2 Ohio State rf 
Bama Bash 
8 Winthrop 0 
5 Western Kentucky 4 
0 Southern Illinois 4 
6 Western Kentucky 0 
3 Southern Illinois l 
Leadoff Classic @ Columbus, Ga. 
5 Illinois State 0 
+ California 2 
iP Notre Dame 4 


Feb. 26 @ Southern Miss 6:00 
Crimson Classic 

Feb, 28- Penn State, TBA 

Mar. 2 Kanas, Tex-Arlington 


4 @Jacksonville St 6:00 
Mar.8 Arkansas (2) 1:00 
9 Arkansas 1:30 
Mar. 15 @ Tennessee (2) Noon 
Mar. 16 @ Tennessee Noon 
Mar. 18 Southern Miss 6:00 


Mar, 19 Troy State 6:00 
Mar, 22 Kentucky (2) 1:00 
Mar, 23 Kentuck 1:30 
Mar, 27 @La-Lalayette 7:00 
Mar, 29 @ LSU (2) 4:00 
Mar. 30 @ LSU 1:00 
Apr.2 Auburn (2) 5:00 
Apr.3 Auburn 2:00 
Apr.5 Ole Miss (2) 1:00 
Apr.6 Ole Miss 1:30 
Apr.8 @ Florida (2) 3:00 
Apr.9 @ Florida 3:00 


Apr. 12 Mississippi St (2) 1:00 
Apr. 13. Mississippi St 1:30 
Apr. 18 @ So. Carolina (2) 4:00 
Apr. 19 @ So. Carolina Noon 
Apr. 23 UT-Chattanooga 6:00 
Apr. 26 Georgia Tech (2) Noon 
May3 @ Georgia (2) 1:00 
May+ @ Georgia 2:00 
(Fox Sports South TV) 
May 8- SEC Tournament 
May 11 @ Plant City, Fla. 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event Result 
Feb. 9- Tulane Intercollegiate 
Feb. 10 @New Orleans 7 of 9 
Mar, 14- Lady Gamecock 

Mar. 16 @ Columbia, SC 
Mar. 24- Samford Invitational 
Mar. 25 @ Birmingham 

Apr. 5- Liz Murphey Classic 
Apr.7  @Athens, Ga, 

Apr. 18- SEC Championships 
Apr. 20 @ Lexington, Ky. 
May 8- NCAA Regional 

May 10 TBA 

May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 23 @ West Lafayette, Ind. 
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Men’s Tennis 


Date/_| Opponent Time/ 
UofA 


= 
ia] 


MWWOoOKRWNwoC: 


Troy State 
Southern Miss 
@ Northwestern 
Georgia Tech 
Jacksonville St 
Georgia State 
UT-Chattanooga 
Ohio State 
Florida State 

@ MTSU 

Feb. 28 @LSU 1:00 
Mar.2 @ Arkansas 1:00 
Mar.7 @ Tennessee Noon 
Mar.9 Georgia 1:00 
Mar. 12 South Florida 1:00 
Mar. 14 Mississippi State 2:00 


UePENDHDHUAN 


Mar. 16 Ole Miss 1:00 
Mar. 22 @ Texas AGM 5:00 
Mar. 28 Florida 1:00 


Mar. 30 South Carolina 1:00 
Apr.4 @ Kentucky 5:00 
Apr.6  @ Vanderbilt 1:00 
Apr.9 @UAB 2:00 
Apr. 12 @ Auburn 5:00 
Apr. 17- SEC Championships 
Apr. 20 @ Oxford, Miss. 

May 10- NCAA Regionals 

May 11 @ campus sites 

May 17- NCAA Championships 
May 26 @ Athens, Ga. 


Men's Golf 


Date Event Result 
Feb, 8- Gator Invitational 
Feb. 9@ Gainesville 8 of 15 
Mar. 7- UNLV Invitational 
Mar.9 @Las Vegas 

Mar. 14- Rehling Invitational 
Mar. 16 @ Capstone Club 
Mar. 30- National Collegiate 
Apr. 1 @ Tucson, Ariz. 

Apr. 5- Augusta St. Invit. 
Apr.6 @ Augusta, Ga. 

Apr. 11- Billy Hitchcock Invit. 
Apr. 12) @ Auburn 

Apr. 25- SEC Championships 
Apr. 27 @ Sea Island, Ga. 
May 15- NCAA Regionals 
May 17 @TBA 

May 28- NCAA Championships 
May 30 @Stillwater, Okla. 


Women’s Tennis 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA Opp. 
7 Georgia State 0 
iE UT-Chattanooga 0 
7 Washington State 0 
7 Penn State 0 
Mobile Collegiate 
6 Fla. International 1 
i South Alabama 6 
7 Houston 0 
6 West Virginia 1 
+ @ Florida State 3 
Feb. 28 LSU 3:00 
Mar, 2 Arkansas 1:00 


Mar.9 @ Georgia Noon 
Mar. 14 @ Mississippi St 1:00 


Mar. 16 @ Ole Miss 1:00 
Mar. 19 Minnesota 3:00 
Mar. 28 @ Florida 4:00 
Mar. 30 @ So. Carolina Noon 
Apr. 4 Kentucky 3:00 
Apr.6 Vanderbilt 1:00 
Apr. 11 UAB 3:00 
Apr. 13) Auburn 1:00 


Apr. 18- SEC Championship 
Apr. 20 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
May 9- NCAA Regionals 

May 11 TBA 

May 15- NCAA Championships 
May 24 @ South Bend, Ind. 


Men's Outdoor Track 
Date Event 
Mar. 20- Alabama Relays 
Mar. 23 
Mar, 28- Florida Relays 
Mar, 29 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Mar. 28- Stanford Invitational 
Mar. 29 @ Palo Alto, Calif. 
Apr. 12 Sun Angel @ Tempe, AZ 
Apr. 19- Ole Miss Invitational 
Apr. 20 @ Oxford, Miss. 
Apr. 24- Drake Relays 
Apr. 26 @ Des Moines, Iowa 
May 3 —_ Jesse Owens Invite 

@ Columbus, Ohio 
May 15- SEC Championships 
May 18 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
May 30- NCAA Regionals 
May 31 @ Columbus, Ohio 
June 12- NCAA Championships 
June 14 @ Sacramento, Calif. 


Women's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
Mar, 20- Alabama Relays 
Mar, 23 
Mar. 29 SEC Four-Way 

@ Athens, Ga. 
Apr.4- Georgia Tech Invite 
Apr.5 = @ Atlanta, Ga. 
Apr. 10- Sea Rays Relays 
Apr. 11 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
Apr. 24- Drake Relays 
Apr. 26 @ Des Moines, Iowa 
May 3 —_LSU Invitational 

@ Baton Rouge 


Date Event 

May 15- SEC Championships 
May 18 @ Knoxville, Tenn, 
May 30- NCAA Regionals 

May 31 @ Columbus, Ohio 
June 12- NCAA Championships 
June 14 @ Sacramento, Calif. 
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Big Country 
6x4 Utility Vehicle 


* 6-wheel fully independent 
suspension 


* Powerful 20 HP Honda 
V-Twin OHV engine 


+ Standard 4-wheel drive 


* Huge 13.3 cu. ft. bed with 
1,400 Ib. payload capacity 

* Full line of accessories and 
attachments available 


Big Country starting at 


°8599 


Cub Cadefl-\ 


“0% FOR 12 MONTHS - Promotion avaiable to qualified buyers osing the (ob Codet Power Cord on spectic protects as designated by Cub Cedet. A minimum puochese of $6,000 is required. Tbe minimum monthly payment shal be 1/12 of the purchese amcunt, ond 20 Finance Charges will sccrue om purchases unt 
the expbetion dete of the promotions! period. ws indicated on you Statement, At the expireticn of this spacial plan, the stondord rete wil epply to ony aco-delinquent outstanding balance. Efecive 04/01/02, the venable APE for perchases & 13.90". Minimum finance charge SSC. Coed provided by Conseco 
Bank, Inc. Financing peomotion for residential customers only. Financing offer ends 11/30/02 


The way we see it, your license is the most important thing in 


your wallet. So get the most out of it. With the bold Magnum” ; RN ; ; 
power of Dodge Ram. The corner-hugging agility of Stratus.. GRAB LIFE BY THE HO s 
The rugged capability of Durango. Even Caravan has all the 


DODGE 
right moves. For more, visit dodge.com or call 800-4ADODGE. 
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